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itſelf, whence they had gone with him, 


| | he ventured: in the moſt public manner to 


give à particular relation of the affair, 
and, as it were, to appeal to them for the 
truth of it. This he would never have 
done, but either from à perſuaſion that 
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to take notice of an inconſiſtency, which, 
8 the firſt hearing, there may-appear to, be 


„„ men. who. journeyed with 


Fa 1 . 1w man.” The apoſtle himſelf in the 
| | emed chapter; and they that 
__ * were with me ſaw. indeed. the light, and 


3 « were afraid, but they heard not the 


2 between the relation as it is given by the 
+. hiftorian and by Paul. Luke ſays in the 
na.inth chapter of this book, ande the 


ee ſpeechleſs, hearing a voice, but ſeeing 
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8 1 0 c voice of him that ſpake to me. ; But 


ee to ſuppoſe, that when the apoſ 
4, a _ heard not the Wiest b me 


„ 8 thay voice 5 one lee ela Which is 
All that is ſaid in the former place, yet 
: they might not hear it ſo diſtinctly ad 
pPaüerxticularly as to know the very, words. 
5 this deere ene theſe, ſe m- 
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| Add to this, to ae: the kredit of 
the relation which I have been conſider- 
ing, that though in any other hiſtory the : 
truth of it might be queſtioned, where it 
. would ſtand alone without any collateral | 
circumſtances, yet, as one event among 
many in the plan of Divine Providence 
tending to this one great point, to eſta- 


bDelich the chriſtian religion, a religion ſo 


evidently worthy of God, and fo conducive 
to the beſt intereſts of mankind, it ace- 
_ quires à probability and evidence which . 
no human teſtimony. could give it. For 
the miracles of Jeſus, his reſurrection 
from the dead, and the gifts of the ſpirit 
5 to the apoſtles, all ſtand in ſo cloſe a 
5 tion, and have ſuch a tendency. to 


| ſupport and: eſtabliſh each other by their 


: common ſubſerviency to the fame great 
cauſe, that any one of the relations will 


be more cafily received for the fake of the | + 
reſt. The miraculous converſion of Paul 


is, in-like manner, connected with them 


| 5 and the effect which it had to the ſpread IH 


of the chriſtian religion, particularly 
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behaviour after his converſion. Of this 


too we have a brief relation from himſelf, 
in the words which precede the text. 
For, after he had related the commiſſion | 
Which he had received from our Lord; 
: he adds, „ Whereupon, O king Agrippa, 

vas not diſobedient to the heavenly 
ion.“ And the account which he 


gives of the great end of his preaching is 


2 noble teſtimony. to the moral tendency 


of chtiſtianity ; c but ſhowed firſt to them 


of Damaſcus, and at Jeruſalem, and 
| throughout all the coaſts of Judæa, and 
. * then to the Gentiles, that they ſnould 
© repent and turn to God, and do works 


* meet for repentance,” or bring forth 


the worthy fruits of repentance. In the 
apoſtle's eſtimation, therefore, the great end | 
of chtiſtian preaching was to lead men to 
virtue and obedience. * For this cauſe,” 
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5 25 a kind of apology, and may ſerve to 


remove any prejudices, Which his having 
related ſuch extraordinary things of him- 
ſelf might happen to occaſion. . © Hav 
ing therefore obtained help of Ged, 1 
4 continue to this day, giving my teſti- 
4 monies to the truths of God in what- 
RY 2 ever preſence I happen to come, ſaying 
t none other e than thoſe which 
« the prophets and Moſes: did ſay ſhould 
% come, that Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, and 
. that he: ſhould be the firſt who ſhould 
=” riſe from the dead, and ſhould ſhow 
«<q "gs _ the- 11 8 and to ws 1 


ny 4 


be edc aß e api, e dulais | 


life, was worthy the very full and entire 
| cn which 5 had of the divine 
i: =; HA ws 2 2 0 | 5 5 | miſſion | 


— 
. 3 
. / 
" * 
x z . 8 SA 8 
x3 1 7 + 
5 * 0 
9 
1 L L 
* 


miſſio aviour. His labours, 5 4 

22 5 wwe + chriſtian religion 
greater than thoſe of any of the other 
_ apoſtles: and his ſufferings were ſuch as 
10 give a ſufficient proof of his integrity 
d conſtancy. We ſee in the text the 
Chief things which he was concerned to 
 Gippore: Firſt,” that Chriſt ſhould: ſuffer. 
His meaning is, that it was agreeable to 
the predictions of the old prophets, and 
the deſcriptions which they had alas 
e of Chriſt, or the Meffiah./ This 
Vas a ſubject of great importance to a 
Jewiſh audience, who were ſtrongly poſ. 
ſeſſed with the notion, that their Meſſia i 
was to appear: as a conquering and tri- 

umphant prince, and to raiſe the Jewiſh 
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I Ss: to great | outward / - proſperity: ans | 
ſplendour. To us; Who have not the 
x Fame prejudices to ſtruggle with, it is a ä 
matter of inferior conſequence; though, | 
7 if it were neceſſary, it would be eaſy 


to produce many paſſages from the Old 

Peſtament which ſuppoſe this: but the 

beuge one from the fifty- third of Iſaiah, 
. which m as. certainly to refer to * 


of the Meſſiah, and ſhow abunda 
be was to paſs; through ſuffering; but 
ſtill it may appear ſtrange to ſome, that ſo 
excellent a perſon as Jeſus was ſhould be 
- delivered up ta the will of his enemies 
Now to theſe it might perhaps be ſuffi- 
cient to obſerve, that it is not at all 
inconſiſtent with the general courſe and 
order of Divine Providence, that men 
of the moſt! eminent een een -paſs 
through very grievous calamit 
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be ſufficient to our preſent dan Hers 
he is ſpoken of as deſpiſed and rejected of 


men, a man of ſorrows and acquainted 


with grief, as taken from priſon and 
judgment, as led to the flaughter, and 
ſubmitting, with the patience of eee 
to the murderer's ſtroke; as cut 
the land of the living, as numbered — 
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dr to point out all the great purpoſes, 


vhich they were intended to ſerve in the 
ſcheme of providence z but we eaſily oy 
ccive that they were a remarkable con- 

firmation of the truth of his docttine, 
and that they tended to make his example "- 


howev {Pk and encourage 
their continued depend 
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b To this Sabel purpoſe let us Kuchfally | | 
5 opply:them;i: and as often as we conſider 
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any of the circumſtances vrhich ſerve. to 


let the view which we take of them incite 
us to greater diligence in the duties of 
the cliciſtian life, to a joyful expectation 


of the bleflings which the goſpel pro- 


to our acceptance; and, in particular, 


prepare us to commemorate the excel- 
lencies with which the character of Jeſus 
was diſtinguiſhed, and to ſeck a larger c 


portion of his ſpirit, that we ys 


prepared for his — eee, ar 
Vor. F 5 There | 


on the provi» 5 
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or by having his ri 
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be mou” io 


jualified to explain to you. Thus he is 
ai by ſome, to have the ſins of men im- 
puted to him; that he ſuffered to take 
the puniſhment of them; and that 


abeing, of 8 V 


wie can hope for the divine forgiveneſs 


only in conſequence of what he ſuf 


to us; that his a ann eee | 
divine vengeance and procured the divine 
mercy : but as theſe are things by much 


too high for my underſtanding, i I ſhould 


only: expoſe myſelf by offering them to 


your conſideration. I have juſt obſerved, 


chat his ſufferings are a great confirmation 


of the truth of his doctrine, and in that 


ght ſerve to encourage our dependance 
eee good _ and to lead us to 


N he Koruna us by Jeſus Chriſt. 
And this, perhaps, with a proper allow- 
ance for the alluſive manner in which 
the ſacred writers re to e will 
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" Hine? Aid on this ſubject. Though D 
very readily allow, that ſo grand an event 
in the ſcheme of Providence, as the death 


of our Saviour, is very imperfectly under- 
ſtood by us; that there may be reaſons for 


it which we cannot underſtand, and con- 
ſequences from it which we are inca- 


ens: of diſcerning. But theſe notions 
we ſhould be very cautious of carrying ſo 


far as to reflect on the character of God, 
or to- injure the cauſe w Fey's and cn 
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The . of it chiefly reſts on the 
teſtimony of the apoſtles, which, it muſt 
1 rec was abundantly ſuffici- 

Whether we conſider their num- 
E or character, the manner in which 
they gave their 3 or the pur- 
Poſes Which it was intended to anſwer, 
We ſhall acknowledge it as ſufficient” to 
eſtabliſh the fact, and to conYince every | 
' reaſonable perſon that Jeſus did indeed 
riſe from the dead. But, inſtead of pur: 
_ Haing this ſabject"on"the preſent oceaſion, 
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tures, did yet conclude that the kingdom. 
of the Meſſiah, togethet with great out- 
ward ſplendour, would: be a kingdom of 
righteouſneſs; that it would be diſtin: 
guiſhad from other great and mighty em- 
pires which had been formed, by pro- 
ducing a general reformation of manners 
by bringing nen to ſincere repentanee 
and trur virtue, and eſtahliſhing the wor- 
ſhip of the one true God an tlie ruins of 
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_ char they would nnter life; 
and that he ſhould be laid in the gra; 
5 bot that on the third day he mould riſe 
again, aud ſhould fend: them out Win 
5 Fall power and authority to preach his 
doctrine, and to bring men to the recep- 
tion of it, not by outward violence, but 
by tlie force of truth and conviction, jd 
ſuch means as were beſt ſuited to the 
ö nature of tional eee den 
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1 it is obvious, was a method of pro- 
; Slang with his followers, which had all 
tte appearance of truth and candour, and 
aforded à ſtrong preſumption that he was 
5 nigh 4mpoſing) upon them by à curious 
ſtory, but inſtructing them in ſuch! nn 
as concerned the kingdom of God. After . 
our Saviour had, in this manner, prepared 
the minds of his diſciples for e was 
to follow, they could not acknowledge 
2 — teacher, unleſs, accord- 
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hall find ourſelyes oblige 
„ chat he was the meſſenger 60/ths 
Worn and raiſed up to communieate 
to the world the inſtructions Which 5 
Had received from him. For what n e 
we coneeive more repugnant to our beſt 
notions of the divine perfettions and cha- . 
7 rater,” than that he ſhould give ſo entra-. 
ö W a” teſtimony to one, who. had 
not received: any commiſſion or e 
from him? The return of à perſon to 
fe, eſpecially after he has been buri X 
and lain ſome time in the grave, is an 
event ſo uncommon and extraordinary, 
that wWe cannot help concluding that it 
zs intended to anſwer ſome very impor- 
tant purpoſe. We know not that it ever 
happened from the creation of the world 
to the preſent time, unleſs to give teſti- 
mony to the prophetic character of one 
5 or other 'of God's meſſengers. There 
re inſtances in the New Teſtament, 
ere; by the words of Jeſus, thoſe who 
: were known to be dead, were called back 
1 to life; but this happened not ſo much 
x kindneſs 1 to the: Particular perſons con= 
| cerned, 95 
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was a higher reaſon for it, that by 
| perf e of ſo illuſtrious. a mira- - 
"gl" N 3 appear that Jeſus Chriſt 
. was. ' commiſſioned . by N Father, the 
ſupreme and eternal C 
religion, to promote the practice of virtue, | 
and to conduct his faithful followers Mo 1 
eternal life and happineſs. We can draw, 
no concluſion from the reſurtection of, 
Laz: rus, of the widows ſon, or of Jairus' 
daughter, . with regard to. the greatneſs: or 
ng: of their characters. It was agree- 
able to the will of God, that the appearance 
of his Son in the world ſhould be diſtin- R 
Luiſbed by ſuch acts of power and bene - 
ficence: and we are, in a great meaſure, 
ſtrangers to the reaſons which led to the 
choice of ſuch and ſuch. particular per- 
ſons. But whatever regard there might 
be to the particular eircumſtances of the 
families to which theſe perſons belonged, 
Which might point them out as the ob- 
jects of  thefe miracles, in preference to 
eien who muſt, hare. fallen the 
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OM by theſe miracles were performed at all, 7 


Was to make the Son of Got ſo 


eudus in the world, that a greater number 


of perſons might be prevailed upon to 
regard his inſtructions, and to e on | 
the ee or his n 


. ys , . Apt 


| as” wes _ of . "the | 

1 5 attention of mankind to the religious 
inſtructions of Jeſus, would be 1 more fully 
i, his own een His 
ſtated followers, it is true, had many 
convincing proofs of his wiſdom and 


integrity. If the hiſtory of his death and 


 _ reſurrection. had been loſt, we might ſtill 
have concluded, from their accounts of 
bim, that he was ſent from God on ſome 
very great and important deſign; but it 
adds greatly to our aſſurance of his near 
and intimate relation to God, that he was 
thus honoured by him at his death. Some 8 


of the ancient prophets raiſed others to 


| themſelves from the ſtate of the dead. 
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| Whatever chen i is on in the goſ- | 
2a revelation, of importance to our pre- 
ſent or future happineſs, was to be con- 
'fidered as ſtanding in cloſe connection 
with the reſurrection of Jeſus. As it 
affords a clear unanſwerable proof of the 
truth of chriſtianity, it obliges us to 
obſerve the laws cf our holy religion, and 

ice on the accom- 
pliſhment of its promiſes. The reſur- 
rection of Jeſus, then, may be improved 
into a powerful argument to a life of 


virtue and obedience. Whatever contri- 


-  butes to ſtrengthen the evidence for the 
divine original of the goſpel, ſupplies: 
foreible motive to live according to the 
rules of it. 80 that there is no branch 
e the argument for the truth of the 


* which does” not hold | 
- forth 


 - reaſoning (R 


iS a 1 r 10 r ee 5 chil BT 
tian character, and to live and act agree- 
s "I As the reſur- 
_  reftion of Chriſt is the great pillar, on 
| which all our reaſoning for the truth of 
chriſtianity reſts; it does, in a particular 
manner, enforce our obligations to a con 
verſation becoming the goſpel of Chriſt. 
This obſervation will explain the 3 
Romans vi. 4.) We are bu- 
_ 4 ried with him by baptiſm into death, 
chat like as Chriſt was raiſed up from 
the dead; by ehe glory of the Father, 
4 even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in newneſs 
of life, that having been planted to- 
* gether in the likeneſs of his death, we 


ably to our profeſſion. 


4 ſhould be alſo in the likeneſs of his 


: _ * reſurrection.” Which Dr. Clarke thus 
explains: the death and refurreQion of 
_  Cheiſt, into which we are baptized, and 
whereof baptiſm is an emblem, ought to 

be @ perpetual obligation upon 

from the death of ſin to the ſpiritual life 
of righteouſneſs and holineſs. | The lan- 
guage, which Paul uſes (Coloſſians ii. 


us to riſe 


Ro ie of the ſame kind, and wilt admit 
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of ahis 58 api; 40 buried „ | 

„ him in baptiſm, wherein alſo „e 
, riſen with bim through the faith of the 
1 operation of God, who hath TRE him 
e from the dead; and, (in Colof; iii. 1.) 
5 ve be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek 9 
things which are above, where Chriſt 
4 ſitteth on the right-hand of God. is And, 


uin the third verſe; For ye arẽ dead, 


— 


ee dead bo in, and pour life-is bid 


e with. Chriſt in God; the meaning of 


1 5 which words is explained in the next 
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4 vrhen Chriſt; who is our life, 


1 « ſhall appear, then tall > we > alſo 1 
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The eee of Chriſt, as it p bits 
Sit] the laws of his religion are divine, 
ſio ĩt aſſures us that the ſanctions of them 
| ſhall be executed. There is not a more 


ll argument to abſtain from the 
practice of that which is finful, and to 
' abound in the fruits of righteouſneſs, 
than the conſideration of the future — 
ment, when the actions and characters . 
| m y priate yo rſon f ae be tried, and 


= hip works. It is the doatins of the 5 


nent, that God has committed 


al judgment: to the Son, and that the 
whole world muſt appear at his tribunal, 

and receive their ſentence from him. 
This is repreſented- as in à particular 
manner connected with the truth of our 
Lord's reſurrection. Thus (in Acts x. 
450, 42.) Him God raiſed up the third 
4 day, and commanded us to teſtify that 
0 fit is he, who was ordained by God 

- to be the judge of the living and dead. 
And (in Acts xvii. 31.) God hath ap- 
pointed a day in the which he will judge 
e the world in righteouſneſs, by that man 

„hom he'hath ordained, whereof - he 
__ <© hath given aſſurance unto all men, in 
.. SHOE hs Fly — HI Ken the dead.” pre 
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0 The e of ae Jeaid uh Ls 
expect forgiveneſs of ſins on our e 3 
ance.” This intereſting truth, ''though 
probable from the light of nature/alone, _ 

_ receives a very agreeable confirmation from 
. > + mm contained in the goſpel. 
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. 2 by 48 4580 «yer having ſome | 
© peculiar connection with our Lord's re- 
ſutrection, Thus (in Romans iv. 25.) 


Paul ſays that Chriſt was delivered for 
255 dur offences, and roſe again for our juſti- 
fication, or forgiveneſs. In Coloſſians ii. 
13. thoſs who were dead in treſpaſſes and 


**, 


der with Jeſus, or to have raiſed from 
5 a ſtate of miſery and condemnation. to « 

new and ſpiritual life, or to the hope of 
life, kavin 8 fo rgiveneſs of all their 


* 


| 85 Uy, The dias of a future exiſt- 
ene. and of eternal life and happineſs, 
5 in cloſe conbection with the reſur- 
rrection of Chtiſt. Hence the apoſtle, 
0 (in 1 Corinthians xv. 20. * after enume- 


© © _ rating the teſtimonies given to this fact, 
„ conſidered ſome. of the obj ti 
me to it, coneludes; now is Chriſt 
e 4 riſen, from the dead, and become the 
EE . firſt fruits of who fleep.” - : This 
is the uſe which the firſt pre + of the 
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ching religion prepetually made of this nv 
doctrine, thus (Romans viii. 11.) f 


2 from the dead, dwell in you, he who 
2 raiſed up Chriſt from the dead ſhal! 

2 ulſo quicken your mortal bodies "of his 
«ſpirit, which dwelleth i in you.” And, 


that Jeſus: died and roſe again; even ſo 

« thoſe alſo who ſleep in Jeſus will God 
*. bring with him,“ or God, by Jeſus, will 
bring thoſe who fleep together with him, 


God; © bleſſed be the God and Father of 
a bur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, acrording 
4 to his abundant mercy, hath begotten 
«ig again to a lively hope, by the reſur- 
« rection of Chriſt from the dead, to ann 
inheritance incortuptible, undefiled, and 

_ hich fadeth not away, teſerved in 'hea- 


5 ven for you.” f Peter i. 3. This is 
4 an expectation Which is of the utmoſt : 
e importaner to the ſteady virtue and per- 

8 een obedlence of ſincere chriſtians in 
e 2 252 of tfial. "FF may not at preſent 
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he pit of bim, who raiſed up Jeſs = 
in 1 Theſfalonians iv. 14. If wr delten . 


or as well as him. Another apoſtle makes 
it the ſubject of an hymn of praiſe to 
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Hi X os - all the 9 lbs of 
their fidelity and courage; they may be 
in a Rate of great and heavy afflictions in 
body” land. mind; they may be in the 

power of their enemies, and expoſed to 
"the fyereſt ſufferings 3 but, if they con- 
tinue in their duty, they have the ſure 
ptoſpect of a ſtate of happineſs, which 
will satisfy all their deſires, and abun- 
dee; recompenſe all their - paſt ſuffer-|\ 
- "ings. FBleſſed, or happy are they, Who 

46 ſhall be thought worthy. to obtain that 
4 life and the reſurrection from the dead. 


For thenceforth they ſhall be before 


«© the throne of God, and ſhall ſerve him 
0 day ar I night in his temple; and God 


5 : „hall wipe away all tears from their 


eyes, and there ſhall be no more death, 
* neither. ſorrow nor. crying, neither ſhall E 
there be any more pain, for the former 8 


: « things are paſſed away.” Our Saviour 


endeavours to ſtrengthen e een 
of his apoſtles, from this circumſtance, 
that the. experience which they had had 
of his fidelity, encouraged their full de- | 
 pendunee on. Aly, e If it were not 
. ; 4 ſo, 
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. 1055 1 would have told you; I go to pre- 
e pare a place for you. But after all this, 
if they had not ſeen him, and converſed 
with him after his death, they might 
have had ſome ground to fear, whether 


he was indeed able to accompliſh what 


he had undertaken. But his reſurrection 
from the dead ſilenced all their doubts; - 
and diſpelled all their fears: and we, as 


far as theſe things are diſcovered to us, 


may depend on the full accompliſhment 
of his promiſes, and hope for eternal life 
| 5 his 5 8 5 


1. 


Thie view of the ſubject ttt; I truſt, 


5 se it to our frequent, ſerious 

conſideration. Believing that Jeſus Chriſt 
roſe from the dead, we ſhall ſee evidently 

| that his doctrine is of divine original; 
and thence we may conclude, the unſpeakæ-g-—- 


able importance of obeying the law of his 


: religion ; and, in the conſciouſneſs of our 
integrity, may rejoice with Joy —_— 
; abls and Sa of Biory. | | 
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3 CHRISTIANS. „% Þ| 
divine truth, and to afford ts the beſt +; 


directions i in the journey of life. Our Savi- 
our proceeds to aſentimentin the next verſe, 
which this metaphor evidently ſu ggeſted: 


7 « a city, which i is ſet upon a hill, cannot _ 


| be hid.” If men chooſe ſuch a conſpicu- 
ous tuation for any building, it is not 
"care it may be concealed, but ſeen. and 
_ obſerved; or, if they light a candle, it 

is not to put it under a, buſhel, or % 
eover it up, which make it quite: uſeleſs, | 
but to ſet it on a ſtand, that it may give 
Won to all that are in the houſe. * What 

then can be ſuppoſed is the deſign of 15 


Providence in raiſing you my diſciples to 


ſo conſpicuous a ſtation? is it that you 
| ſhould be | concealed. from the eyes of 
men; that ye ſhould ſeek retirement; 5 
1 we. ſhould keep within your own 


bfreaſts the truths which ye have 3 5 5 


or behave as if ye were aſhamed to diſ- 
cover the influence they have upon you? 
On the contrary, it is manifeſtly his F 
= that they ſhould be known and 

"Tn, and e you age is 
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„Tbete werds hav 


others the truths, which they had re- 
ceived from Jeſus Chriſt, and to order 


their own converſation in ſuch a manner 


ie the doe- 


as might be moſt ornamenta 
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| fhall be thought to have little or no con- 


cern in the precepts which they contain. 

But, though this might be more particu- 

larly interpreted, there ſeems no neceſſity 
of confining them to this ſenſe. ; They 


recommend a duty common to all good 


men, in every ſtation. of life and age 
of the world. All the profeſſors of the 
| chriſtian / religion 75 may, with particular ” 
propriety, be called upon to endeavour 


been explained as 9 
8 e ſolely to the circumſtances of 
Z the apoſtles, and thoſe who were to be 
their companions and aſſiſtants in preach- 
_ ing the goſpel. They are therefore con- 
| ſidered as an exhortation to them to be 
very faithful and diligent in delivering to 


ſo to adorn it by their good works, that 


many n may be engaged: to glorify 
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God on rd account. Hence the ap 


verts in general, ſays, “ dearly beloved, 
an you, as ſtrungers and pil- 
n grims, abſtain from fleſhly Tuſts, which 
= 7 3 0 war againſt the ſoul; having your con- 
2 Gygtſation” honeſt among the Gentiles, 
. that whereas they ſpeak againſt you, as 
eil Hors, they may, by your 2008. 
5 | works which they ſhall behold, 4 ood 
. God in W of” viſieation;” | AV! 25 
ä 9 ee en . theſe 8 1 
i propose, firſt; "to conſider the oharäcter 
N \ given of chriſtians; that they are the lights 


character of our Saviour himſelf; and he 
4 = of as the light of the world, in 

0 many places, that ſome or other of 
. - "them will eafily occur to your thoughts: 
5 - Whoever conſiders that it was his of- 
les to convey the moſt uſeful inſtruo- 


| tions, and to afford the beſt direckien in 
| 7 | the joventy of life, and to guide his fel. 
M | lowers by the light of his truth, and the 


ſple1 ban; coded the Heavenly = 
3 world, 
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Me Peter, in an addreſs to chriſtian one 


* of the world. This is the well known 
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' LIGHTS: IN THR WORLD. | 1 


: Jas will acknowledge that there is 

great propriety and beauty in deſeribing 
| him under this charnQor. His apoſtles Fw; 
and miniſters are, on the ſame account, 

deſeribed as. lights of the world, fince 
they were employed by him to diſpenſe 
tze truth which he had communicated. 


In like manner, they who contribute to 


preſerve the goſpel in the world, and to 

ipread the influence of its ſalutary truth 

on the hearts and lives of their fellow= 
ereatures, are ae conſidered as . 
_ —_ LEES | 


755 4 


1 will . ous 4 . as 


0 charagter of giving light belongs to thoſe 
- moſt properly, who diſcover things, which 
5 were before unknown, who clear up diffi- 
cult truth, or give a more clear and fatic _ 
factory view of thoſe truths which were 
before received and acknowledged. In 
_ this gate it will be eaſily admitted, that 
dme character belongs to thoſe more eſpe- 
5 cially, who were employed in the firſt ages 2 
of the church, to declare the chriſtian 
_ A to ok as wers unaoquainted | 
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to enlighten the minds of all who con- 
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"which may iche thought moſt likely 40 


— effect. The moſt gene "= 
notion of them is, that they-are ſuch acts . 


. 5 olf virtue and obedience, as the precepts : 
. and examples of the New Teſtament re- 


commend to our particular attentiob: 
The Whole of the chriſtian law is cbm? 
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Whatever inſtance of juſtice and charity 
to men juſtly appear to be included Hi 
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in the number of thoſe good "works, 


| which we are to adorn our religion, and 


to give A good example to our” fellow- 
creatures atound us. | But the expreſſion 
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veneration and love of God are, doubtleſs, 
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a very high degree to the perfection and 
eſs of thoſe, who entertain them. 


But it requires ſome reflection, thoroughly 
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ry nk life. attainec "i dic and 
ſteady ſelf- government; and thoſe, h 
' have acquited this authority have more 
| real excellence than all the poſſeſſions 
which princes or even emperors of the 


world could procure them. Vet they are 


virtues of ſo ſevere a caſt, that they rather 
Excite our admiration than win our hearts. 
Though the perſons who practiſe them 
find, that they are accompanied with un- 
ſpeakable ſatisfaction, yet thoſe who ob- 5 
ſerve them have not often nr 7 Job on- 
" of their excellency. 0 24 8 
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fulleſt account of the chriſtian revelation; 
1 | and it was app ointed; 2900 onl y chat in- t 
kerior chriſtians, but that other miniſters 
ſhould receive it from them. They had 


ovided for the execution of their 


the gift of diſcerning ſpirits, def chooſ- 


ing out from amongſt thoſe, who offered 
| themſelves; | ſuch perſons as wers beſt 


fitted for, and moſt inclined to, any 


| particular mene And en . 
eds, to impart to inferior remtlicts 9 5 


Vor- II. . and 
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"A 6 1 chriſtians, ſuch virtues * 
might conduce to the ediflcation of the 
general b body of chriſtians. It ſhould ſeem, 
indeed, that, on the firſt appearance of 
chriſtianity, every ſingle perſon received = 


= of :theſe-gifts of the ſpirit in a, greater or 


leſs degree, which is intimated in the 
expreſſion, that God hath. given of his 
ſpirit to all. who obey him; but then 
they were of various kinds, according 
to their different circumſtances ; though | 
they all proceeded from the ſame being, 
and were conducive to the ſame great 
ends, to e * Wan ee a 


i; 


— 75% of, thi es 1 hs chriſ. 7 
tian religion had their principal buſineſs 
in the Jewiſh, and others in the Gentile 
worlds, they appear to be provided with 
ſuch powers as they more particularly. 
needed. A ſingle inſtance. may be ſuffi- 


cCient to illuſtrate this; the queſtion I 


mean concerning the perpetual obligation 
16 the Jewiſh ceremonial law. The law 
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. {oth judicial and enn, This 
diſtinction it may be convenient to e : 
in mind, in 2 to underſtand the pre- 
tion. The moral part of this 
wr is binding upon all perſons in every. 
age and country, and under every form 


1 religion. It is founded upon ſuch 5 


teaſons as reſpect the moral nature of 
man, and therefore concern all men 


equally. The judicial precepts related to 


the people to whom It 18 given, a8 a. : 
diſtin ſociety, under a particular form of 
government, and therefore continued in 
force as long as that ſubſiſted. The cere- 
monial law had a particular reference % 
the idolatrous cuſtoms of the eaſtern na- 
tions, by whom they were ſurrounded, = 
and was intended to preſerve them from 
the contagion of idolary, and to keep up 
the worſhip of the one living and true 


God, till a more perfect form of religion 5 


could be introduced. From this account 


it appears, that the Jewiſh ceremonial = 


law was no longer to be in force after 
the chriſtian religion was received. But, 


as this was a doctrine which would be an 


2 atighs © M 2 inſurmount- . 
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the goſpel among them as it way hob 


inal in them te continue ' to nne 
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and as the wal ant} inen dofri nes 
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regard to. cerem e & 0 eee 
to retain them: and 11 does not appear to 
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have boen particularly revealed, ever to | 


dhe a JOIT: f 8 themſelves, for ſome time at 
leaſt, that the ceremonial law was no 
4 longer to- be in force Though this 
might be inferred from ſome general 
Prinoiples of the chriſtian religion, and 
it was eyident even from the writings of 
Nee wes 1 ban che hare 


2 *4 4 
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nay! eee Thus the caſe — 
to hade ſtood with thoſe who are called, 


by way of diſtinctio u, the apoſtles A the 
cCircumciſion. e ar oþ a ue: SIN N 
. 9:5 TOES 1 8 
But ſuch as en 10 . 
idolatrous Gentiles were to proceed in a 
| «1017 Sista LS = I : 4 different 
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_ differenti manner. It would-lmye::cffives 
_ tally pretehrdw the ſpread of the goſpel, 


if they had propagatedd Jadaifm along 


with it. The cuſtoms bf the Jews were 
) different from thoſe of other nations, 
that there was no probability of their 
being adopted by ahy, but" fuch ag Had 
been brought up in the Gbſetvance f 
them. For this reaſon the great apoſtle 


of 'the' Genitiled atid his compamens were 


more particularly inſtructed on this head. 
The apoſtle Paul was clearly of opinion, 
that the Gentiles were under 50 öbliga- 
tion te keep the oId law; that they were 
ehieiſtians by the profeſſion, of their faith 
nin Cbiſt, aud needed no other inſtitution 
or ceremoby tom entitle them to al the 
pfivileges of chriſtians. To them there- 

ſote hepreathed the pure goſpel of Chtiſt, 


._ without any mixtute of Jewiſh ufages. 
Aud when the chriſtian zealots, Wo 


maintainec their liberty, and w 


vere for retaining the peculiat inſtitu- 
tions of Moſes,” inſiſted that his converts 
| ſhould" be eircumeiſec, hie ſtrenuouſſy : 
ould not 
5 ſubmit rw ole: keaft' to thoſe who: would 

Sisi ö have 


, TESTIMONY or rnb ars TIxs. 5 


„ have impoſed on them hereb che arb = 
Bt 5 38 _—_ the ceremonial law. Thus , 
you ſee, the different circumſtances, of the 
chriſtian preachers plainly required that 
there hould be a variety of gifts, though 
a Nil proceeded from. the ſpirit of tru hy 85 
and that there is no room for any objec- 
ee chriſſian dn this account. l: 
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Ry 8 thus eee ee 
5 ol the ſpirit to Jeſus, in the fte 
8 powers which his miniſters received, 1 TR, 
: 3 ſtate the argument which 
hence ariſes for the divine originahof A 
"RY the goſpel. And this will lie in a little 
Ee 5 . a aſs: for; if it be acknowledged that 
the apoſtles and other miniſters were in 
ttazis extraordinary manner qualified, to 55 


- 
— — ů —j . CE EEEIIny —— OS 
a — no EI Inn K _ 
— — = 
F T P — 
4 4 Ix 8 * P N N * * 
5 * wn = 
» wa jo 


4.4 


ecrxplain and enforce the chriſtian. rel : 
X be little room left for doubt, 
1 whether or no it was of God. No per- 
YH 8 ; | : ſon, methinks, can deny that ſuch an 


. extraordinary. ſupply. of wiſdom to poor 
_ Mliterate,, fiſhermen, to perſons who had 
no opp rtunity; of learning theſe things 
J. common way; and ſueh talents. for 
1 5 r cCommunicating 
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| commtlnnicntivgetbens" to a. nokia and 
for gaining the attention of mankind, 


e eee a pt om1 2 which Jeſus 


5oſtles :: and if they had 


we weer I; in ſome degree or other, 


he muſt have been conſidered as a de- | 
5 ceiver. 55 
great concern at the thoughts of his 
ſupport in this cireumſtance he aſſured 


he diſciples of Jeſus were under 


them that he would ſend one, who ſhould 
be a comforter to them in his abſence, 


and who, by the proviſion which he : 


would make for their knowledge of the 


_ goſpel;/ and for their ſucceſs in deen 


it, would fill their hearts with joy. 
Saviour knew their hearts; that a 
were ſincere friends to the truths of God; 


and that therefore whatever other trouble 
tbey might have, the conviction which 
they would hereby gain of the truthi of 


muſt inconteſtably prove that they were 
- of Gtid. Beſides, this effuſion of the 
ſpirit, as appèars from my text, was an 


* 


their principles, and the proſpect which 


__ would have of receiving all the 
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cdnered, would give them dhe higheſt 
ſatisfaction. eee therefore, 
miſed them the 
under the name of he a Our 
Saviout was acquainted with all the 
yan of; Providence,” which eee bs 


3 he! 3 a: it _ 
for his apoſtles to be 
acquainted with: theſe predictions receiv- 


jog their accompliſhment: afforded new > 
proof of bis. extraordinary character, and + 
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and defective. account of what is called 
the witneſs! of the ſpirit to the truth of 
the goſpel. Fhey have underſtood by the 

witneſs of the ſpirit, a firm perſuaſion | 
8 NOV e of 
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| eG nk F 5 
2 minds off porticulat per- 
ow _ ee N have Ano ee it 


1 en Gains countenanciog loch 
2 notion as this. If there were ſuch a 
revelation as this fſuppoſes, made to every ; 


particular perſon, we ſhould have no e- 


_ cafion at all for the written word. Ik 
would be quite ſuperfluous to diſcourſe 
on the truth of the chtiſtian religion, 
or to examine any of the arguments which 
might preſent | themſelves. The labours 
of the apoſtles: were quite inſigniſicant; 


; che reaſonings which they produced en- 
tirely beſide the purpoſe, and! thy ſuffer- 


ings through which they paſſed, anſwer- 
ed no end, but to gratify the malice of 
their enemies, and to make their lives 


miſerable. This is a notion which las 
2 foundation for the wildeſt enthufaſm, 
and the groſſeſt error and impofition- 
Thoſe who contend; that the ſeheme of 


of the e irc of God, are evidently 2 
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which they receive into their minds. 


bor eppes dem brmiy rſuaded ore r 
| and then let it be ever ſo abſurd, 


Seer ere. may be bronghe 


againſt it, they can -never-be- convinced. . 
They have received it from the Rin, 5 
and all reaſoning in n to it the F.- 
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counts have ever been given of this doc- 
trine. By this means it has come to paſs; 
that al other accounts of it have fallen 


under ſuſpicion, and have er e 
with a ſecret fear of being led away be- 


the words of tröth and ſoberneſs. 1 


aðm not conſcious of : delivering- a. ſingle 
oe ſentiment on FR: the ſu bject which i 18 not 


55 conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt and ſevereſt I 
- uſecof reaſon; - I know not that I have 


"aw way to imagination in a ſingle in- D | 


n ſuffered myſelf, by any ſuppoſed ; 
m ericuſneſs in the queſtion, to wander 
„ OE 1 beyond 


- 
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mould not be greatly ſurpriſed i, from 
the nature of the ſubject, and the man 


ner in which it has often been treated; 


ſome haſty cenſuter ſhould be led to pro- 
nounce all that has been ſaid a mere piece 


of enthuſiaſm, unworthy the attention we 
4 wiſe and ſenſible man- "But, as haſty 


cenſute is ſeldom 
attention, ſo that Which is grounded on 


the mere ſound of words, without any re- 


gard to their N maß! be Dy, de- 
pied. 
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v 1 . appear Ron the bPrecct gift 
_ courſe, that many paſſfag es of ſeriptüre 
telati ing to the ſpirit may have been ap- 
_ lied to the circumſtances of chriſtians i in 
general, which related ſolely to o the firſt 
ages of the chriſtian church, ald to the 
extraordinary events which were peculiar 
to them. „The pretenſions which haye 
been made to an extraordinary impulſe 
and influence have been the occaſion of 
many inconveniences in the chriſtian 
a | 8 71 2 8 1 church, 


— 


cen bs: uppen to ee — 


ö worthy f any great 


* 
* „ — = + 
2 " N £45 $ 5 - & $4 L e 
5 tb} 1.5 5 i 
* Ft 


- 


— — 


= 
— — . _ * — . — — — 
r ˙· ¹ Ü ˙ map EA Wy, I — — — — 
ßE.! —P¼¼ 
” In * 4 4 rs, 
NY 0 p 


* 


— 


n i 1 N 


dme liberts: —— the 
of our religion; to OE ”w OP 
ether hen are of God. + e cnc! 


i 1511 "is i 18 


. I will be be 7 578 1 — the operation of 


_ fieular age, b ut is the great means of the 


Viſdom, holineſs, and comfort of chriſti- : 
ans in all ages, and will conſtantly wrong 
* ſuch, as loye God to the end of the 


world. Far be it from us to. fix, any 
bounds to the agency of God on the 
minds of his creatures. Every good gift, 
and every perfect gift, cometh down from 
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ſpitits of God 1 is not confined to a par- 
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above; 3, and, among other bleflings Which 
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ie. paternal care 
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| our. >aviour EnCOurages, ns. 1 e from 
1 e mentions 2 
this among the reſt, 4 — be will 5 08 his 
holy. ſpirit to thole who. aſk him. And An 


uires it from us to impute 


humility ; Tec 
all « our improvement. in the, chriſtian, life 


21 


to, his will and agency, in whom 535 live | 


and move and have our, being. But. n 


man, from * ſuppoſed operation or in- 


fluence 7 
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| fluence of the divine ſpirit, is entitled to 
any greater regard than his intellectual 
and moral accompliſhments give him. If 


5 he be qualified to explain and enforce the 
ttruths of God, we ſhall be ready, we 


ought at leaſt, to hear him with attention. 

If there appear in any one thoſe fruits of 

the ſpirit, which, according to the apoſ- 

tle's deſcription, are Joy, peace, long; ü. 
fering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meek- 

neſs, temperance; or more generally, if 
all goodneſs, righteouſneſs and truth; we 
are obliged to honour his character and 
imitate his virtues. 


10 0 our I Wok: after higher meaſures 
of virtue we ſhall, if we know ourſelves, . 


be earneſt. to ſecure the preſence of the 


| Almighty, and the aids of his grace and 


ſpirit. Under this conduct, we may ders £25 


to be led into all  neceffary truth; 

_ abound in all good works; and, pin 
ſharing the preſent conſolations of virtue, 
to attain to the rewards of eternal life, 

Which he will beſtow on thoſe who love 
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1 and pteſerving ſuch: connections, 
ſo as to obtain, ſecure and preſerve all the 


advantages and bleſſings of friendſhip, = 


Our firſt buſineſs: is to ſee, that; wei as 
ourſelves worthy of the honourable cha- 


ractor of a true and faithful friend, and 


that we have a conſtant diſpoſition to dif+ 
charge all the offices of this relation: and 
after this, we ſhould uſe that caution in' 
the choice of our friends, and preſerve - 
that temper in the enjoyment of their 
eſteem and love, which may preſerve us 
ftom, and fortify us againſt the bitter diſ- 
appointments to which; all human friend- 
ſhips are liable. As to the choice of 
friends, we ſhould try and prove them 
well, before we admit them to a place 


in our hearts; and though there are no 
Vor. . e certain 


43 are Lincerely inches to our- rerun 5 
yet it is poſſible, with prudence and cir- 
Laden. to attain ſome good degree 
"a certainty. And ee this is once 
attained, we ſhould thenceforward diſ- 
_ miſs all further ſuſpicion, and treat our 
friends with that generous openneſs. which 
may win their hearts, and inſure all the 
Proper returns of affection. There 3s. 
_ doubtleſs. ſome foundation for the com- 
laints which are made of the uncer- 
0 e friendſhi ps which we- con- 
 bbe perhaps the inſtances in which 
{appointed who are capable of 
eee and deſerving it, are e re 
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enen interrupts all ſuch connections, 
and ſeems to bring them to a final. period. 
And this is an event which every human 
creature muſt expect: : and this cup would 
be bitter indeed to thoſe who cordially 
* oy other. were it not for the proſ- 


TOI Ea > BY ee ener a 


TS 


» 


pect of a future ſtate, where worth 
to hope that ' theſe or other connections 


5 far preferable to them » ſhall revive": or 
ü continue for ever. „And in this light, 
that which appears to throw the greateſt 


ene on ſuch amiahle affections, does 
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If we enter into frienaſhip with each 


as a ſpur to our improvement in uſeful 
knowledge and virtue, we may expect 
* this future period, which is the ob- 
ject of our deſire and hope, the com- 
mencement of a new and more exalted 


friendſhi ip, under the influence of thoſe 


ſentiments, which in TI ſhall oo elta 
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paſtors and teachers of - the chriſtian 


en: but the ſentiments conveyed by 
our tranſlation are not the ſame with thoſe 
of the original. For in the firſt place we 
ſhould conclude from the former part of 


che verſe in the Engliſh, that the perſons 
ſpoken of were ſtill living in oppoſition 
to > the latter part which E them to 
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ok wen 
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—_: be, At Bebe the words, 60 . alte | 
EE have. the rule over you,” will give 5 
„ Epglim reader an idea of certain powers 
in the paſtors either to determine the faith 
and duty of others, or to inflict certain 
| penalties. on their diſobedience; neither | 
a. of theſe notions. is conſiſtent with that 
E- - 55 authority in the church which our Savi- 
| | our has reſerved to' himſelf, or with the 
5 obligation which lie upon every chriſtian . 
to ſearch the ſeriptures, and to make the 
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0 6 5 beſt uſe in his power of the underſtand- 
is which God has given. him, in order 

| „ 5 8 determine What he is to believe and 

= _ pradiiſe.. But the words of the original con- 

_ = 5 vey no ſuch ſentiment. The primary ſenſe 


5 of the word, Which we tranſlate rule,” 

5 1 is (to lead 0 and though it may ſometimes 
be applied to governors, yet it refers to 
them only as perſons choſen to lead or 

5 in any particular affair. And 

9 the words may be rendered. e Re- 
member your paſtors, or guides, | Who 

5 4 haye ſpoken the words of God unto you, 
ww” and conſidering the end of Wir con- 7 
3 0 arſon, follow on faith, J 
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to my deceaſed: friend, whoſe death + i 
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And the ee 1 principally wiſh in the 
preſent diſcourſe is to prevail upon you | 
t to cempinier your deceaſed paſtor as to 
. the uſeful leſſons which he has 
from time to time given you, and to copy 
the virtues of Which he has e you 90 
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n to 1 latter that I Pare at t pre» 
{ent in particular call your. attention. It 
is very deſirable that we ftudy the cha- 
racter of our fellow creatures whilſt they 
are living; and after they are taken from 
us, that we. may ſelect from them ſuch- 
| Particulars. as are worthy of our imitation, 
- Virws, it is allowed, may be taught with 
more accuracy and preciſion by „ 


3 reaſoning. And thoſe writings are 
: Wet withont their uſe i in which every par- 


ticular, virtue is exactly defined, the diſ- 
tink offices of it pointed out, and a juſt 
repreſentation. made of its excellency and 
uſe. 125 . 1 „ Fs.” will be 
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| An de de d to che courſe whit 
Wuaft piteſite to che atraintment of this end. 

| Bjthefe'meanis, 'thoſe who will be at the 
pains 1 Rudy, and are capable of forming 


det hole. may draw out and ſet to view 
what excellent, amiable chat der Which 
is complete in all its parts. Büt the ut 
19 — of ſuch diſcourſes is W confined to 
| men of ftudy and reflection, and is adapted 
| rather to" convince their underſtandings 
than t6/wih"their hearts” But" the vir- 
ties which appear in real life, the in- 
= ſtances of integrity, compaffſon, gratitude, 
forgiveneſs, Which, in our comtnerce with 
mankind, fall under our obſerration, 7 
less complete, wilt be more obvious ws 
Engaging.” The leſſons which they pre- 
ſetibe are level to every underſtanding,” | 
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1 every one who obſerves I p to, 80 10 | 
> do che like,” „ Aa 


. 8 
248 ary 12 Per 
* 


Y * 
- E 0 ad of 4 | f E — 


= {I could-with * you indeed ta; remember 
> your” late A as a preacher, and to 
. ; 5 recollect 


8 4 Ss 11 9247 Ia 321032 


C ax : , : N 
* 1 5 * 


La. Gree (I os TELE, A . 5 
— * 


_ 
ihe 


T.- ite ſeveral iftin@virtues into one confiſts. 


they powerfully: recommend it to 


5 — 2 e uae; CH N ö r : CRAB N 
eee eee eee e 


l 
64 7 4 


A = 


* * _ E IB o VS LIT 3” » — 
. * * 
* * N 


£ * 
: , 
. ap 


210 1 1 h wp {> $54 IEF 3 K : 


fun ſpeaketh,” Elis diſeoorles may, be 
forgotten, or ſhould they again fall under 


Bes heals from Bis pl. 5 Pal ge 
Fou will never forget with what judlg! 
ment; with What fidelity, wich what 


grace, he repreſented to you the important 


truths of natural and revealed religion; 


and the uſe which he made of them to 5 
excite your love of virtue, and to engage 

you to the practice of it. But ſtill his 
inferior" 10 the example of 8 ftiendiy, 


upright, 124. engaging a W eee * er 
med an his life w ee 
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And in this reſps&; though dend, 


your peruſal, they would want the ad- 


vantage which his earneſt and affectionate 8 


addreſs:gave them. But the proof which he 


gave of à ſincere, rational piety, the pru- 
dence and activity which he diſcovered in 
planning and conducting ſchemes for the 
good of mankind, and particularly for the 
— benefit of the riſing generation will, Itruſt, 


ever fo eden, And God grant the 
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_ What infinite 
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are but too r to occafion an —— = 
of affection. And thus many are blind 
to the virtues. whi ey o ad- 
mire and imitate} The calumny of vil 1 
tongues, the baſe practices of envy an 
malice, rob the beſt men of the pr ; 
and eſteem which they merit, and by 
obſeuring the ſplendour of their good 
works, deprive the world of the benefit 
of their example. But when they are 
taken out of the world their excelleney 
begins to be known, and their characters 
may with greater advantage be held fotth 
as worthy the love and imitation of thoſe 
who ſurvive them. Malice and envy, 
however inveterate, are apt to die away, 
ven the object of them is removed out 
of their 3 . and thoſe who could not 
do juſtice: to a hated character whilft he 
- was with them in the world, when he 
is taken from them, will allow him his 
juſt praiſe, and be content, though he 


. ſhould be Een to the ſucceeding 


„ as worthy to be followed. 
"Andy the ill * N of bigots, more dif- 
1 deal . 
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; file Wen any others to be'appeaſed, with 
5 are thoſe when dead, whom it perſecu- 
u tech whilt they were alive, and, from a 
e ecdbnyiction of their virtues, will almoſt 


. 1 therefore mort uſeful to delineate 
EE: > characters of good men, and propoſe 
1 _ them to the imitation. af mankind. after 
. hey are dead than whilſt they are alive. 
5 Let me, thereſote, be yout monitor, to 
| follow the faith of our friend whoſe loſs 
wwe deplore, and halo 6h. e/are.met 
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5 "Andi in laying FR you his cxcellont 
„ uſeful. character, 1 ſhould uſe the. utmoſt 
caution, that friendſhip. may not lead me 
ti ſay too much; and ſhall hope that the 
7 ready; aſſent of all who knew him, will 
| accompany me in every particular which 
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e to \ have been very conſiderable, 
His judgment was clear and penetrating, 
-and his conceptigns of things, at the ſame 
time that they: were juſt and excellent, 
Were 10 Tively, that it was eaſy for him tao 
| repreſent them under the moſt pleaſing | 
images. His memory was remarkably 
_ ſtrong, ſo that what he heard or read he 
uſually retained; and, by a vivacity of 
Imagination, as well as by means of ſedate” 
reflection, delivered again ſo as to make it 
properly his own. When it is added, that 
theſe talents were cultivated and improved. 
dy a regular education, from the earlieſt 
part of life, by a careful attendance on 
good maſters. in every branch of learning. 
and by a diligent peruſal of the beſt, 
authors, which he continued to the laſt 
ſtage of his life, we ſhall be leſs ſurpriſed | 
at the large ſtock of knowledge which 
he appears. to have acquired, or at the 
facility with which he communicated it 

to thoſe who attended upon him. Thoſe 
talents Which he poſſeſſed, and this uſe 
to which he applied them, contributed 

— 5 to hoſe moral ſeotiments and diſ- 
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01 tow wh ich conftitare the hig jeſt en · 5 
the human character. Hence 
eins was raiſed above thoſe low cares 
and purſuits which engroſs the attention 
of the greater part of mankind; and being 

by theſe means ſuperior to thoſe con- 


| "roRelfh* views, which more than any : 


thing elſe debaſe the human character, 

he was inclined to ſeek his trueſt intereſts 

n adden glory in a diffuſive benevo- 

lence, in a generous concern to contri- 

bute 15 the pleaſure and happineſs of all 

with whom he converſed. And his be- 
naevolence to men, according to its natural 
. courſe and progreſs, where it is ſincere, 


: which is its trueſt ornament . its 0 com- 
ow v e CC 
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| 410 is ned to Mahal [chan ig main; : 
thus formed, would entertain honourable 
' ſentiments of human nature, which will 
prepare for a juſt conception of the per- 
8 fections and character of the great Go- 
vernor, and lead to the moſt perfect 
| {chews of natu 1 religion which can be 
WW 5 Expected | 


ww. up; to that: manly, rational piety 7 


And the principles of natural \religi 
where they are well unt 
| firmly believed, will lead an attentive 
1 mind to a high eſteem for the chriſtian. 8 
rrevelation. Here its moſt uſeful trutks 
. are ee and 8. doubts which re- oy 
5 ap the lubjecke are neee . 
5 And this was the caſe. with our deceaſed 3 
| Though. by no means diſpoſed to ſubmit. 
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, Whoſe character I am conſidering. ; 5 


to the dictating ſpirit which ſome teachers. - 


of the chriſtian religion have aſſumed, 
and determined to aſſert the liberty of 


ſeeing and judging for himſelf with which. 


the great Author of our nature has in⸗ 
4 veſted his rational creatures, yet he was 
firmly perſuaded of the truth and excel- - 


leney of the chriſtian religion, and always 


expreſſed, a peculiar ſatisfaction in the 


immortal hope. which it encourages, and 


great thankfulneſs for the noble ſupports 


and comforts which it affords in the 


journey of life. And though he was a 
ol n to all d men, and ever : 
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- lil 1 abrac: uch as u ifobwtreg: a 
good meaning in religion, however he 
_ thiak them miſtaken in matters of 
Inferior. .conſcquence, - yet he was never 
afra or unwilling to oppoſe. ſuch appear- 
ancos of ſuperſtition or enthuſiaſm as it 

fell, in his way to combat. The jut 
ſientiments which he ever entertained of 
Fee of the Supreme Being raiſed 
bim above the unmanly fears which 
ſuperſtition inſpires, and gave him the 
higheſt contempt for its numberleſs arts of 
apptaſing an offended Deity : and though 
his imagination was naturally warm and 
Slowing, the ſoundneſs of his judgment 
ever preſerved him from the ſallies of 
enthuſiaſm, and formed his devotions into. 
a ſteady principle of [obedience to the 


cemmandments of God. It was upon 


principle that he firſt appeared and ever 


inch continued among the proteſtant 
- diſſenters, and that he devoted his life to 

the ſupport of their cauſe in ſubſervience 

to the ſuperior regard, which he ever 


maintained, to the | great WOES: of en 
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ſee into the heart; I anſwer, there are 


55 the cleareſt evidences, which can be had 
from his publie diſcourſes, from his ge- 


neral behaviour, and from his conver- 


ſation with his moſt intimate friends. 


What his preaching was, what his wi 
ner of life was, you all know. Aud thoſe 


who had the greateſt intimacy with him, 


and frequently aw him in thoſe” open 


8 ee Wow; 5 _ the 


ks, "that the fame Stn 60 full | 
ppermoſt, and that a ſupreme regard to 
9 view ard ecfigſes, e was NINE Wan | 
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| Every we. man | will Feet! a pie 
concern for the improvement and beſt 


; a and laid by one, e | 
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Intereſts of the riſing. generation. If a 


ſincere friend to virtue and religion, * 


will naturally be his firſt and laſt wih, 
that they may have the ſame influence 


over the minds of others, n they 


have overhis'own, and, in p 
Vor. II. DO 
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| they may continue in the heart the gear 
inſtruments of public: and private happi- 
neſs through all ſucceeding generations. 
For this reaſon he is extremely deſirous 
that ſuch methods of education ſhould be 
encouraged and purſued, as may be likely 


to anſwer this purpoſe. Thus one of the 


ſtrongeſt preſumptions of a good mind 


was equally thę character of our deceaſed 


friend. He always diſcovered a particular 
regard for young perſons, and had an 
uncommon facility in adapting his con- 
verſation to them in ſuch a manner, as at 
the ſame time to conciliate their àffections 
and to promote their beſt improvement. 
Vo need not be told, how great a ſhare 


he had in a plan for the education of 


youth, which has been carried into execu- 
tion in this place. The concern which 
he ever expreſſed for its ſupport, n f 
and ſucceſs, the indefatigable pains, which 
he took for this purpoſe, the indifference 

which he ſhowed to fame or cenſure, to 


good or evil report, ſo that he might 


ſerye the general deſigns of the inſtitution, 


1 the ſatisfaction which. he ns 
ne. e oy 1 in 
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ern A of ſucceſs, with which: it 


| was attended, are known by great num 
berg) but by none better than thoſe who 


ſhared his greateſt intimacy, and were 
IEEE with * mls un ſalg 
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Was ever active to promote the beſt ſuc- 


ceſs" of this ſeminary, he was at length 


prevailed upon to enter into the province 


of a tutor. That in this office he ac- 


quitted himſelf with great uſefulneſs and 

acceptance, will be eaſily believed bỹß 
thoſe who knew him. The teſtimonies 

of thoſe who attended upon his lectures, 

if neceſſary, might be brought in con- 

firmation of this aſſertion. He was not 


only the inſtructor of his pupils, but 


their affectionate friend; and heartily de- 


ſirous, that, whilſt under his care, and 


through the whole of life, they might 
behave in ſuch a manner, as to be the 
joy of their friends, the delight of man- 
| kind, ; and ſecure their own higheſt hap- | 
pineſs. Theſe he profeſſed to be his 
1 ſentiments and views, as often as he 
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Flas he not conſulted your beſt improve- 

ment f has he not ſhown a peculiar affec- 
tion and tenderneſs towards you? Though 
he was ever deſirous to preſerve that good 
order and deceney of manners, which are 
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| e ſubject : CGG 1 1 
ftequently told, chat every part of his on- 
duct in this relation Was agreeable 20 
them. 80 that I may venture to make 
the appeal to all, who attended on bie in- 
ſtructions, whether he has not ever ap- 


proved himſelf a wiſe, affectionate tutor ? 


peculiarly graceful in a young perſon, 


and which are ſo effential to the honour 
and even ſupport of ſuch a ſeminary ; yet 


he has ever wiſhed and pleaded for ſuch a 
«diſcipline, as might leave room for the ex- 


ertion of ingenious diſpoſitions, and pre- 
vent itregularities and crimes rather from 

the ſhame, with which the commiſſion of 
them would be attended, than from any 
other conſideration. What has been the 
fucceſs of this generous plan, which 
ſpeaks ſuch confidence in thoſe whom it 


is intended to govern, we all wiſh to 
We, and 1 ſhall greatly rejoice, if, upon 


e 
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inquiry; it Shall appear to 1 aue 


e well a8 to. juſtify the propriety of it, 
and to recommend it to the i imitation 110 
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Theſethe more l Arens ak our 


deceaſed brother and friend, though more 


s, were not his principal, nor, 


perhaps, his juſteſt cxcellencies. In the 
demaſtie. character, and in bis behaviour 
prudence, affection and teriderneſs, as 
could not fail of attracting their higheſt 
regard, whilſt they enjoyed the benefit 
of his converſation, and of perpetuating 

and endearing his anne when they 
ſee bim no more. To bis particular 
friends too he was reakiacly: dear and 


uſeful. How, engaging was his converſa- 
tion; how wiſe and faithful were his coun- 
fels! With what readineſs did he enter. 


into their laudable views; with what 
_ Zeal did he ſeek their intereſts, defend 
their characters, and cheriſh their memo- 

ries; But I forbear, a private loſs ought 
- _— be much dne upon, where 
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55 3 | opublic bre ſufferers. be- 
. culiar "Felicity, that his virtues were 
a dorned with that eaſy politeneſs and 
gtaceful addreſs, which procured him a 
general acceptance wherever he appeared, 
and enabled him to engage great num- 
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It was his pe- 


in different ranks of life, in thoſe 


plans which he deviſed, or -encouraged 
for the benefit of mankind. In the 
conduct of thoſe affairs which he bad te 5 
tranſact, he had a remarkable addreſs in 
propoſing what was to be done with fuck 
dlearneſs and accur 
ö deſpatch and ſucceſs. Hence, as 
well as from other accounts, he was un- 
commonly uſeful in the eſtabliſhment 

and conduct of the academy in this place, 
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and in other e „ _ 
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© many others might be added) his loſs is 
generally and very juſtly- deplored. And 
it is no wonder; it would be ſtrange in- 


deed if it were otherwiſe ; if his partieu- 


2 friends, his affectionate and beloved 
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people, his allociates i in the uſeful ann 


In which he was engaged, are oppreſſed 


with grief, and ready to ſay, what ſhall 
we do? But what, my friends, are we 


only to ſit down and weep? Let us up 
and be doing. Let us every one conſider 
what we may learn from the example 
and conduct of our deceaſed friend. Let 
us, according to our ſeveral ſtations, ap- 
ply the talents which God has given us, 
to promote the beſt intereſts of mankind, 


and ſo to inſure our own higheſt felicity. 
The character which I have juſt repre- 


"= to you, and which 1 have drawn 


out, as ſome may be inclined to think, 

to too great a length, is intended not 

merely as a duty of gratitude and affec- 
tion to the memory of a deceaſed friend, 
or as a monument to the worth which 
his life ſo amply diſplayed, but as an in- 
ſtructive leſſon to thoſe who are left be- 
hind; and an amen an to > work, k, 
. WH it is Om Fo | 
44: His quiet friends vi * TONY 
e event to W N a cloſer union wi zich 


: yr break or interrupt the pleaſing 


. which will beſt _ aher en, 
ren if poſſible, empley a greater atten» 


ro the N who have for o, 


_ ceived from his lips the great doctrines 
of our holy religion, with a view to their 
uſeful practice, of the duties which it 
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one * 6e aveid every occal on of 
ere indifference, or neglect, which 


will ever ſecl thoſe things - 


Thot who 5 n eb dns - 


* the conduct of any uſeful deſigns, in- 


ſtead of deſerting or giving them up, 


ion, and uſe the utmoſt application * 
de, that all the reaſonable expecta- 


1 and Hilden of thoſe, who have their 


yes. Non URGE be _ anſwered, 
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8 attended on his miniſtry, and te- 


preſcribes, it may, with ſome n., 
propriety, be recommended, to confider 
what his doctrines and manner of life 


have been, to recollect and treaſure up 


the uſeful truth which they have = 
. F ceived 
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ceived from him, and to practiſe the great 


of the good: 
. Providence; of the merciful intentions to 


n 


duties of which he has given them an 
example. The worthy exemplary cha- 


HE tactet of a ehriſtian miniſter may be ex- 
| b 780 have. lor. e influence 


2 eee on lie ee ef 
without excuſe, if they have not attained 
to ſome good acquaintance with the prin- 
ciples Which they profeſs to have re- 
h ceived. and if they haye not learned in 


ome degree to adorn them by rheir chriſ- 5 
tian con verſation. Remember -wh at vou 
have ſo often heard from your Late paſtar, 
dneſs of God in nature and 


the children of men which he has xpreſ- 


1 7 


ſed by Jeſus Chriſt; of the neceflity of 


a virtuous courſe of life; and of the; ani- 
mating hopes which we are encouraged 
to entertain in conſequence of à ſincere 
deſire to keep the commandments of 
God. Conſider how often he has endeas 
voured to raiſe your thoughts and affec- 


tions to the ſpiritual objects which reli- 


1 eee to v particular at- 


tention * 


8/ 


1timents to one another, hh: to 


all mani, which are the particular and : 
_th6* higheſt ornaments of the «chriſtian 


character. Let the temper! which he 


laboured to inoulcate, appear in your 


conduct as a 'chriftian ſociety, in your 


regard to the diſtinguiſhing doctrines of 


the chriſtian religion, and in your at 2 


tendance on all its or 
ever be your great con 


ern,” that your 


r pee together from time to time 
conciliate mutual eſteem and affee?- 


ion; that in all' your deliberations may 


in 1 that: vo may proceed to 
the e 


with a ſole view to the comfort and edifi- 
eation of one another, and to the internen 8 
ol virtue and religion in the world. And 
may the great head of the church bring 
among you a wiſe and uſeful miniſter, 
f we wy” rightly” divide unto you the 

| | So word 
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_ reign! a ſpirit of love and concord ; and, 


choice of a miniſter to purſue the 
cker dedgve of your late paſtor, to ac- 
E the work, which he has begun, 


r eg . 1 


vord of truth, and prove the! helper of 
your holineſs and joy, and the in py 
of your growing en for a ſtate of e eters 
F e i e e e 00 : 
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ſuaded, to add a ſhort addreſs to the 


ſſtudents of this academy, with which 
our deceaſed friend: was ſo nearly con- 
. nected.” Such is the experience which 
you have had, of his tender affection, of 
his wiſe advices, of his faithful admoni- 
tions, that it may appear ſuperfluous to 
call upon you to remember him. Von 
will, I doubt not, recollect with peculiar 5 
pleaſure hie pleaſing converſation, his 
7 engaging manners, and the unaffected 
concern, which he ever expreſſed for 
| your: improvement and happineſs. - Theſe 
are things which you will never forget, 
whilſt any of the records of memory are 
preſerved. As often then as you reflect 
upon them, you will, I truſt, conſider 


the uſe to which they ſhould be applied | 


: by you, to form you to a worthy, honour- 


1125 eee to WO Soles virtu- 
„„ dus 


_ 


_ your more advanced yearsz that the 

_ courſe of ſtudies; in which you are en- 
gaged, will enrieh your minds with thoſe 
ſentiments of prudence, integrity and true 


28 yours. They flatter themſtlves with 
hopes, that the candid manners and gene 
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It is with pleaſure, but not without 
anxiety, that the ftiendsb of virtue and 


religion turn their eyes on ſuch a ſociety 


tous ſentĩi ments, Which they difcquer. in 


you in this earhy period, will _— 
the fair fruits of wiſdom and ee 


devotion ;; that you will prove the honour 
and grace of your friends, uſeful members 
of ſociety, and in your ſeveral ſtations the 
guardians of its beſt interaſts and the diſ- 
tinguiſhed ornaments of the chriſtian re- 
kgion, as long as you live. But at the 
fame time they cannot diſmiſs their fears 
(and let it not offend you, my young 
ee that they have their Sears) left bad 
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1 fern xomples ſhould rob 


you of your inn , leſt you ſhould be 
ſeduced by the love of Plealurd, leſt you 
ſhould be fpeiled by a conſtant RT SPS 
leſt you ſhould run in theſe ways i 

which ye will offend the Author ks ear 
being, and incur the danger We Ids + ever- 
laſting diſpleaſure. | SLED TELL FE? 


As the preſent. xccafion will 3 
 wanke- you: ſerious and thoughtful, let me 
| perſuade. you. not too haſtily to diſmiſs 
the ſentiments which it may ſuggeſt to 
your attention, and the reſolutions which 
it may lead you to form. Conſider what 


Four late tutor, what your preſent tutors, 


What all the friends of virtue and religion 


| wiſh 10 ſee yay, and, as a matter of infi- 


nitely greater importance, what the great 
Governor of the world expects from you, 
and the account which you muſt hereafter 
give of all your advantages, and the pur- 
r to a, you have improved. them. 


11 was i in part at leaſt for your - benefit, 
that the character of 3 late worthy 
; | 1 tutor 
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the means, by which ws was om 8 
that [excellent character which was ren 5 
dered cbnſpicuous in ſo many inſtances in 
ſs the parts of his life, were mentioned as 


a hint which you might poſſi 


the ſtudies which vou ſhould. purſue, ; 
and the purpoſes. to which your F : 


"MN and Ny ſhould be opp: 125 


But i it; is impoſible to review the 8 


He and conduct of our late worthy 
fiend, without a ſenſible concern, that 


he was 10 ſoon taken from us. We pro- 


miſed ourſelves continued increaſing plea- 
ſure'in his converſation; and a growing 
ſucceſs i in the execution of his purpoſes; 


but, alas! they are all broken off, and in 


the midſt of his days he is removed out 
of our "fight. The great Author of life 


and death has brought him to the peried 


of his being, not in anger to him, bleſſed 
be his holy name! The methods of his 
providence, the promiſes of his word, 


carry us beyond death and the grave to 


. future world, where thoſe, who have 
| "_— 
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faithfully ſerved God md their generation, 
| ſhall: receive a glorious reward, and ſhine 
forth as the ſun in the kingdom of their 
Father: hence, though we may be unable 
to reſtrain our grief, we are not permitted 
to: grieve as thoſe who are without Tues 


"The . of his removal may be 
apt to increaſe our concern; but to a 
prepared mind, to one who has habitually 


conſidered his latter end, death can never 


be a ſorpriſe. : If the ſtroke be reckoned 
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ance; and it may be E e a ; pecdlige 
| mercy to be excuſed the lingering pain 


and ſickneſs, and all the tedious forma- 


lities which attend a long. confinement i in 
the, laſt ſtage of this mortal life. 


© Ie may be improved by us, to engage 
us to an habitual preparation for our laſt 


ſummons, and, in particular, to impreſs 


upon our minds the important advice of 
Solomon, e not to boaſt of to-morrow, 
e fince we know not what a day may 


„ bring forth.“ The moſt plauſible rea- 


ſon nen we can have to with for 
333 length 
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8 deogth ef days, is, chat Gre may have time + 
== | 40/2ccomplich'our good purpoſes, and to 
* ee wy" agg ee which =; 1} 
other, is an inſufficient one. We often 
ſee one and another taken off in the midit 
of their uſefulneſs to teach us, that our 
Eo | dependance i is to be placed in the Almighty 
= alone, and to. engage us immediately 8 
EY apply to the good work, which we have | 
dhe preſent opportunity of petforming. 1 
7 and never delude ourſelves with WET hoy es 
of a more convenient ſeaſon. „„ 


The eopotinch, of the e i, BOY 
we reſign our pious friends with a fixed | 
: d er to imitate their virtues, and that | 

actice of Sol ad rale by 
99 ihe SM 1 

| where we ſhall no longer be ſubject to 
ſuch interpoſitions and changes; but ſhall 
e with them in the maſt perfect 
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1 HE SE words: are taken fr 
| fence which the apoſtle makes of An 


in anſwer to the accuſation brou ohe agaiatt 


him by the orator Tertullus, Who was 
loyed by his countrymen - to plead 
againſt him before the Roman, governor | 


Felix. Paul's only fault was, that he 


was a Ane and, in particular, that 
a a en me for their admiſſion 
into the church of Chriſt without 
obliged to ſubmit to 


— 


s A SERMON PREACHED ON THE | 
The perſecutions to which he was ex- 
5 Feen kor his attachment to the goſpel, on 


this large and generous plan, are well 


known to thoſe who are converſant with 

the jnſtructive and entertaining hiſtory 
1 which we have in the book before us. 
Wherever he came, he was the object of 


weir ill will who were diuifected to the 


chtiſtian religion; and it need not be 
wondered at, that one ſo ready and ſo able 
to vindicate its cauſe, ſhould incur the 
| hatred of thoſe who wiſhed to deſtroy it ; 
andi that they ſhould employ every engine 
Which they nee to enden and 1580 
pt eee ee eee ON £99 ee 
„ owill 1051 dbuser Fh en it and n 
File to a See, e perſon, that force 
ſhould be employett for or againſt any 
| neee opinions; and he will be in- 
clined to think that fair and ſolid reaſon- 
ing is the only inſtrument by which error 
can be detected, or the cauſe of truth ſup- 
ported. This plea for the moſt perfect 
liberty in our inquiries into other ſubjects, 
will be urged with ſme e 


/ 
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: -_—__ eee to 8 3 ak if it 
be of any value at all, muſt be the effect 
of inward conviction, and , requires , the 

open profeſſion. « of our real and deliberate 
ſentiments. A ſerious inquiry after truth 
will naturally lead a man to queſtion 
whether, he who uſes force to his 


* neighbour to reſign his religious opinions, | 


or, in any other way, tempts him to relin- 


1 5 quiſh them, can himſelf have any reli- 


worldly intereſt or convenience, take up 


the profeſſion of it. This practice will 


appear peculiarly inconſiſtent with the 
chriſtian religion, the object of. which 
Is: to train up thoſe who receive it, hy 
the fincere and conſiſtent profeſſion of 
it, for the future world; and which 
preſcribes mutual good will and _ 7 
- as; o all its Wee in their e to it. 
Bus a Leng: Andes elende wah 5 
the hiſtory of mankind will ſhow how + 
contrary its practices are to ſuch expec- 
tations. In all ages and nations, men have 
Ha Sada res with each other, 


* 2 
. : e 


8 coma uſe of their reaſon, b 


The ſubjection of the J; 
a foreign dominion, was, under Provi- 
dence, the protection of the chriſtian reli- 
gion, on its firſt appearance in the > land 
of Judea, and in ſome other places. ? And | 


A a SERMON PxBacHED ON THz 


„ fo, a . ) 4 


ah, ; on the bx og of Fe And they | 
cuted their differences, not as 


hve pro 
were inquirers' after truth, by the free 


kane ri each ocher, by w. 


are OR 


"The diſciples « of Chriſt Þog fond tha 
thoſe who had been the murderers. of 


their maſter were their inveterate and i im- 


L enemies. And it is extremely 


> and. religion had expired together, 
ewiſh people to 


wy, the very people who had ſaved it, 
oo the beginning, became afterwards its 
ente. it had taken too deep a root in 
the 


« 5 \ | 
* j j 
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tual reproa We and by all the more ſeri- 
ou which he! e cs had _ 


_ probable, that, had it not been for the re- 
. Keaines- impoſed. by the Roman power, 

they had quickly ſuffered the ſame fate 
with their illuſtrious leader, and. their 


pl ö 
*. — — FRO - 1 
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The pious: hes rt 15 feſt babes 
. ſuffered through the mad zeal of 
the Jewiſh people; and he who was after- 
wards an apoſtle, and the great aſſartot of 


chriſtian liberty, affiſted at his execution. 
The perſecuting ſpirit which he encou- 


raged, and the violence which he practiſed 
before his converſion, were retorted upon 
him, after he took up the chriſtian name. 


The malice of his enemies againſt. him, | 


as might be expected, ran the higheſt in 
Jeruſalem; and, had it not been for the 
interpofition of the Roman ſoldiers, he 
had fallen a victim to the furious ſpirit 
which. he had been ſo inſtrumental in 
raiſing. Nor could he, even under this 


protection, remain in ſafety in this city. 


A, conſpiracy was formed againſt his life, 
by more than forty men who had bound 

themſelves, according to their own. ac- 
count, under à moſt grievous curſe, or 
made a ſolemn vow. with an e e 
Len. that they wo id not cat 
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A | 


became of theſe "conſpirators, wh. 


* 
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. Pauls delivered from the 
he - carr into the ſituation de Gi 
this chapter; is related in che hiſtory 
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ill: they 11 kites Pau: 15 


2 vow was kept or diſpenſed with, —Þ 
no Where related. The means by which 
m, and how 


Au Fat het dlledurnäß kot the world bf 


1 the tert, I would recommend to youratteh- | 
| tion the manner in which he decla 


es him- 
-felf to be a chriſtian; and this, with the 


reflections which it will naturally ſuggeſt, 


may uſefully em pley's our 1970. ghts on x the 


N erat e e Ld 
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He ey no means Aknoeiehes e 
Age which: had been urged againſt him 


by Tertullus, that he was an enemy to 
ſociety, and that he provoked the Jews 


to ſeditious practices in every pa 
world, and he expreſſly denies the oily, 
| fact with which he was charged, that" 


*profaning the temple; yet he is not afraid 
1 to declare, that . in the way 
W oages called heretical,” „he paid his 
„ - refigious : 


fathers.” , Though 1 name rok m—_ 4 
not here mentioned, this is an evident 
confeſſion of his authority, and of the 

apoſtle's ſincere regard to the religion of 


To which he was the author, and. which has 


5 ſince retained his name. He adds, how- 
ever, to ſoften. the malice of his enemies, 
but in perfect conformity to, his deliberate | 
. ſentiments, that he: believed all things 
which were written in the law. and in 
ee the prophets.” Jo this declaration be 
adds his firm expectation of a a reſurrec- 
tion from the dead, both of the. juſt 
and of the unjuſt ;” and, in connection 
EY its: his firm reſolution to keep CLP! 


ne ee eee eee God SY 


40 and. 855 n e e 


| „The e will. aki be a in 
; ab his own-teſtimony to his integrity 
by thoſe: who conſider his ſituation, ſuf- 
fering under the malice of his enemies 
for the ſake of his conſcience, and charged 
wich practices moſt contrary to his temper 
en 2 aggravated: by the an- 
924 tions | 
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minen ent danger of being torn in pieces by 


e AS 
ichs ör an rtf oppoſer n elpeclally 
Wehe it my be udded, that his converſa- 
tion cas known to be agteeable to this 
— efecrſption of Himſtif; and that he made 
15, keröttmend the etuſe in which he was 
| ified, and to call up a tester attentten 
o che fellgion REO EY eokedy7- 2 


ee eee e oy rien et e : da 
„is the man "who Wis eise . 


5 ide temple at Jeruſtlem, dragged but 
of It by a furious tmultitude; and in - 


them. This upright, zealous friend to 
What he believed to be the cauſs of God 
and wi lng was pronounced unwerthy to 
live. He whole integrity could not be 
cillsd ! in queſtion is expoſed to the attacks 
of furious zealots, who entered into a 
conſpiraey to aſſuſſi nate Him. And, though 
lie Had led an upright, Vonſelentious life, 
not oven tlie friendly temper of his judges. 
_ could Taye bim from the fury of his per- 
ſecutotrs, without an appeal to Ceſar; and. 
4 db 8b impriſonrnent in conſequence 'of 
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aan Apt learn nor-6 be cn 
of the harſn names 
mies may fix upon us, or the bitter te- 
Prosches which they may connect wik 
them. No worde have been in motr 
common uſe to fix ar odium on the dif- bY 


of ohriſtianity; Pe conforming niche . 

Jewiſh law, were conſidered as a danger - 

ous ſect, and oppoſed with the greateſt, 

| bitterneſs,” When chriſtianity made its 

appeatance in the Gentile world, the 

preachers of it and their followers were 
ſoon conſidered as unfriendly to the peace 
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ATT 
birth on VEN 


3 | our . ENE> * 


ferent ſects in the chtiſſian church, and 
indeed on the whole body of chriſtians, by 


their common enemies, "than! ihoſe of 
hereſy and ſchiſm. The Jews called the 


ehriſtians in general ſectaries, and treited _ 
all the diſeiples of Chriſt as heretics... 


Wich the Jewish chriſtians, ſuch as aſs - 
weden r W of We Gente, and 


ef the ſeveral ſtates in which they ap- 


peared, and their oppoſition 20: received 
opinions and received cuſtoms drew on 
1 IO and rage of the common 
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- or gain abb on een W rites 
which were in practice, and the contenip! 
Bn cooler men, Who had not e 


_ inclination: to examine their pretenſions. 
n ſhort, to uſe the language ne the 
s at Rome held with Paul, as for 
ie this ſect, we know that it is every 
"hare Token: againſt,” nn vide 
Ls 44 4 5 f Of; £1 $41 THIS) 1 7057. 43; oat 
brat; ld, be. carrying you too far to 
ocount of the 1 
Chriſtians ſuffered from Jews aud 
Hesthens: + it is well known that they had 
ourſe to every art to harraſs and o 


+baffled- all their attempts, and, in the 
courſe of about three centuries, became 
the religion of the Roman empire, ane 
enjoyed every encouragement which hu- 
n on N ae e. 
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0 W ee no a berelics, _ 

Ae; catholic church. | The 
of this world are on its ſide; honou 

riches. are anherad- to the perfo rme 
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pfreſe this riſing ſect; that it, — 


r 


to hg tre and cabinets of — 
derive from the piety or ſuperſtition” of 7 
great men all the advantages which they 
can deſire. But mark” the conſequenes: 
the church which retained its purity 
whilſt perſecuted, preſently loſes it on 
the dawn of proſperity. Many entered 
into it with worldly views, and the pro- 
feſſion of chriſtianity became the road to 
3 preferment. Thoſe who had no "regard 5 
to the cauſe, took upon them che am 
| that they might riſe to thoſe honours, or 
gain the other advantages on which they 
were intent. From this time the mini- 
ſters of religion preſently became "the 
ready inſtruments of the purpoſe: 
reigning powers, and employed th influ- 
ence which the ſacred character gave them 
to forward their deſigns. The rewards 
Which they received in return for 'theſe 
ſervices nouriſhed luxury, pride, and in- 


ſolence; made them the rivals and the < 


_ adverſaries of each other; and, by degrees, 
oeccaſioned the moſt ſhameful diſſen tions 
eg ew e 1 AQ 8 - ir | 
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By: means, the name of catholic 
cue at length to be aſſumed by a part of 
mie chriſtian chureh; and the reſt had 
the teproachful appellation of heretics, 
ſchiſmatics, and the like. If we trace 
dhe events of this hopeful beginning, we 


may diſcover how one church and its 


2 


miniſters became ſu eric to another, tin, 
t length, by the moſt artful management 
on the one ſide, and the groſſeſt neglect 
on che other, the olaims of the biſhop of 
Rome were extended through the weſtern 
world, and ſtupidly received and ſubmit- 
"_ BY ſo Se of his brethren. nite. 
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5 ſs. of time theſe- uſurpations 


: ee be endured; many of the 


excors. which were propagated along with 


a-famous proteſt which was made by a 
onfiderable body of them, were alread: 
„ ee natne of e e 8 185 o 
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"billy know that that dard dow 
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i; and began to be 
openiy oppoſed ; and their oppoſers, from 
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trines of the proteſtants were early E- 
ceived and very ſtren uouſly aſſerted in this 
kingdom: fo that Britain has, for a long 
time, been conſidered as the great ſupport 
and bulyark of the reformed intereſt, and 
the object of the ill will and L | 
all the e of Toes mee, 
1 tre 7 
4 5 was. 1 8 to 1 5 expected 
that ſo gteat a deſign as the reformation. 
from popery could be attempted nt 
raiſing a mighty ferment; or 8 
without meeting with much 2 
To confine. our attention to our own. 
country, the blood of many martyrs has 
deen ſpilled; a proteſtant prince, ſucceeded 
by a popiſh one, who was a cruel biget. 
When the throne was again filled by a 
friend to the reformation, plots were fre 
quently formed, though conſtantly diſ- 
covered and diſappointed. Ia the next 


reign, the horrid deſign was formed f 


deſtroying the whole legiſlature at a blow, 
which it is one deſign of this day's meet- 
ing to. commemorate. In the courſe of the 
_ lame ö ORNATE: every. thi 8 dear to our fa- 

| _ thers, 


i 
| 
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Mins Fe 2s; 8 as proccitontss 7 
was threatened, and, doubtleſs, in immi- 
een by the ſuoceſſion of a popiſh 
e throne of theſe kingdoms; 
3 Ik a wonderful and unlooked for 
_ reyolu tion, the ſnare e Was broken, the 5 
fears of the nation removed, and ſuch a 
ſecurity obtained for civil and religious 
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liberty, as has preſerved them to the pre- 


fent day; and will, I truſt, through the 
bleſiing of God, continue to do ſo to di . 


de - 55 


Ge 


. 5 os fiames,: 3 others 400 5 
= us, or however freely they may deal 

un their cenſures, it need not give us 
= \ diſturbance, whilſt we reflect that 
_ Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles, and the 
_ virtuous. reformers and friends of liberty, 
in. all ſucceeding. ages, 1 een A 
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2. The conctubiOn: | 
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God, and make a grateful mention of his 
: goodneſs, to which we owe our civil and 


= God that we give the glory, humbly 

> acknowledging, that if he had not been — 
- on our. fide, we ſhould have fallen a A | 
; into the hands of our MS: „„ 


| for us, 4 need not draw out the liſt; 
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. 5 Tus ps of all 4 hat 3 we voice? in v 2 85 
our praiſes and thankſgivings to Almighty 


religious rights, and the preſervation. of 
them amidſt all the attempts - which have N 


been made to wreſt them out of our 


hands. It is not to ourſelves, that we 


take the merit; it is not to an arm of 


fleſh that we attribute ſucceſs ; it is to 


2 
II 


ul. 'To this we mould add o our 'grate- Fd 
ful recollections of thoſe who, under 
God, have been the authors of the deli- | 
verances which have been wrought out 


W will e do it for yourſelves ; and, 
| ROM 
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whilſt you revere the names 4 ancient 
Patriota, who have ſtood forth as the 
| = bampions of your rights, it will be your + 
derneſt wiſh, that you may never want 
run of the ſame ſpirit in this iſland; 
but that the cauſe. of civil and religious 
_ liberty may be dear to the preſent and the 
| following age, and be effeQually ſup- 
ported by our deſcendants through all 
ons generations. Need I add, aj | 
ue: earthly benefactors ſhould be. remem- | 
bered, not as the authors of our bleflings ; $' 
not to ſubvert our piety to God, or to 4 
our fellow creatures in his Place z. but to 
have before our eyes exam ples which we 
may follow, according t to our different 
[aa and TO - VV 


85 But whatever. we. may thiak or ls bt . 
- the dead, we ſhould not be unmindful of 
the living, who are friends to the ſame | 
cauſe, God forbid that we ſhould. any of 
us be wanting in due affection and Joyalty 8 
to our gracious ſovereign on the throne. 

Whatever part we inay take in the un- 
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1 Kl vor brechen, and we wotoiotns - | 
our fellow ſubjecto; and which thremeh = 
ch unbuppy confeduenees te Gur fntrye 


land, we eee 'T truſt; a 
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Us 1 em well” pay he" 669" 
be moſt hearty" content” fried to chert 


wks ohio moſt prudent 


are the temperate, but ſteady defenders of 
dur excellent conſtitution, who c Iſtantly 
aſſert, and ſtudy to eee the CI 
and religious rights of their fell ow ſub- 
jects. I fear not, therefors; being chit 
with ebntradiction or inconſiſtency, 


S. 


. out gratitude for the bleflings bf heaver 


mould be attended with a cũte to uſe all 


the means which: are put inte our Hinds 
för their preſetyation and — 15 And 


whatever ſorne 2cafots''tha end, uns 
£7 Por. „„ is 


King and gay An de 


5 N to hs e r 1 ordiniaices 


| proſperity” and happineſs of both, Ib | 


| ah abdentce hearer,” when! 1 add, that 
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It only means, that. we are che 
5  conſtape friends of our k and cnuntry, e 


8 thoſe practices, which will pro- S * 
e Nay and l 1 . 
: „„ 1 
Be rinciples will:ip 
on e ren Fate I ſhall hy take 
5 to determine for any but myſelf 
; \You/mpR;cach-of you judge for 
| es, er determine as ſhall to each 1 
ar moſt conduciue to the good of the 
ey . 45 1 5 #' TS tt "OT; 21 ir 5 | = 


5 3 : 7 IT ORE.” 


* 2 FE 4 7 1 * * 5 LE ns | ne 5 . „ i . 


clude. Toour endeavours, what 


| prayers. to: Almighty. God, eee his = 

ce; on the hearts, counſels, ang 
actions of all men, he would | 
them, that no deſigns 
_ liberty may proſper ; that he 


rect thoſe in authority to ſuch ones; = 
7 1 
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„„ e „Te endesbonfs 
and prayers, therefore, of the true friends 
of their country, will always have this 
for their principal object, that a general - 
refotmation of manners may take place; 


rhat where luxury and intempetance have 
reigned, ſobriety. may enter; that injuſs 


tice, violence and oppreſſion may be ſuc- 
ceeded by integrity, truth and kindneſs; 
that religion may hay 
nours among us; and the care of their 


families and the education of their chil - 
dren be ſo attended to by fathers and 5 
maſters, that we may have the proſpect 


of a wiſe and virtuous youth growing up 


to enjoy and defend the bleſſings which 
are tranſmitted to them, and that ſo our 
nstion a rene aig a weed and LG 5 
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Ave hs had 5 nature, i 


ceconfined ſenſe, in which it is often taken 5 
for tl the viſible, material TH 
1 world; our firſt acquaintance with: her i = - 
cowing to the impreflions made on the 
ſenſes by external objects. The repre- 
ſentation of theſe on the mind is in ſome 


knowledge of 


caſes lively, ſtrong and accurate; and in 


others weak and confuſed. Some are at 

the pains to collect and compare the im- 

preſſions which they receive; to obſerve. 

the changes, of which, the ſeyeral bodies 
ardund them are capable, and their dif- 
Feerent affections and properties with re- | 
gard to one another, Others never go a 


jungle ſtep beyond the pacticular icapreſ- 


ion which the mind receives; and, un- 

| leſs, where the neceſſities of life exact a 

8 cloſer attention, ; are ſcarcely. capable of 

ecalling any impreſſions, which harre 

formerly been preſent with the mind. 5 
TT . Theſe, it is obvious, muſt be quite” 

ſttra gers to the courſe and order of na- Ee 
. ture. If any knowledge of it is to be ac- 
: N At mud be i 10 the eee en, ; : 
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RE: a0 lprojacice: of mankind will not 
3 Ae them te conduct their [inquiries 
by the rules which nature preſeribes. 
Ä When a few'obſervarions have been made, 
à⁊2 theory is immediately eſtabliſhed; and 
„ en all che operations of nature are to be 
explained agreeably to it. The toil of a 
uaboricus inveſtige don and ſlow deduction 
M —_ of experiments will not 
| _ , Tait che natural rapidity of the greater 
e enn and; rather than dif. 
ocCoxer an exeuſable and modeſt ignorunte, 
EE: | they will, by a precipitate ermittle, 
„ rev cy all . 
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Peue natura Abb lesge is of} very 
1 different kind from any thing which ſuch | 

me have invented, or can pofflbly in- 
vent. It confiſts in ſuch an acquaintance 
wich ſurrounding objects, as will enable 
As to apply them te the uſe and 
5 of human life. This kind of knowledge 
is not to be acquired) but by the obſerva- 
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return for the advantages which it re- 
; | ceives. It is fram this quarter, that the . 


 whicho-employ his-induſtry,/ and afüſted 
to uſe his labour and {kill to the greateſt 
advantage. The ſtudy of nature ſupplies 


him with patterns of the eaſieſt aud beſt 


: method of deere apt bim to 2 


and a compaſs wha les within the reach T7 
. tious manner. 5 22 775 0 33 5 N = 1 5 5 5 
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0 ralbarchea Vo: this; kind are innocent and | 
ſaſe? Will it not be allowed, that they 
re highly uſeful ? For beſides the elegant 
and agreeable employment which they 
afford at a time of leiſure; the relaxation 


which they give from ſeverer Kudies; 


and their effect to extend and im 
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The different methods, in which mom 
| inquiries have: been ben re gt (wa 1 


acer of true ſeience. The dry and 
abſtr⸗ anner of conſidering moral ſub- 
_— mi ain ſubtilties 


* tooicommon- in a. {chiavleof learn- | 
ing; and the; effects have been ſuch, as 

ght be expected. Thoſe, who have 
Goes eftcened: the greateſt maſters in this 


„when they have come to ſpeak or 


53 moral ſubjects for the inſtrue- 
tion and benefit _ the world, en de. 
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nerally diſagrecable, and always: uſeleſs, 
but ſubti ties in morals have ſometimes 
had a yet more unhappy effect; and have 
led oſe wh have been fondeſt of them, 
ehen to deny or W 1 1 the N of 
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=] 1 ladeed it cannot be denied; dee, 
unedifying manner of conſidering a ſub- 
ject, which is deſigned to excite the 

5 warmeſt approbation, to engage the moſt 


active powers of our nature, is very likely 
to hurt, inſtead of improving our 1 


capacities. When that noble ardour f 
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mind, which vir ue ſhould raiſe, is thut 


extinguiſhed; we need not wonder if it 


1 5 de ſucceeded by indifference about it, or 
even . 1 ſectot IN of its ang, 5 
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ing this great and intereſting ſubject, to 
which it is the buſineſs of true ſcience to 


direct . The profound ſpeculations of 


zolmen may perhaps have this uſe," to 
1 us a more preciſe and determined 
expreſſion. When they have rendered us 
this ſervice, we have nothing further to 
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1 on the ſubject of morals; ſo our ac 


AQAuaintance, with this part of nature as 
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| xperience and obſervation... Whether 
5 | e hath- -Its- foundation in the under- 
ſſſtmanding, or in an implanted ſenſe, as it 
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to What 


be acquired by a ſtrict 


the author of our nature has written on : 
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and-affections ay human heart . FA 
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ſeiouſneſs : ve muſt l ok 


eld in order to diſeover the ſenti⸗ 
ments and affections of others: and as 
there is danger of being miſled by 


fining our views to the manners of a 


particular age or place, it is neceſſary to 
take à larger view; and, by the ſtudy of 
n 10 f upply the narrowneſs '6E 0 our 


. own particular _ een obſ 5 
. #4 l * . 3 Hing SILLY l * 
In converſing wha; abs ſcenes, with 


| which biſtory preſents us, we have juſt 
and ſtriking pictures of the ſeveral virtues: 
and 1 vices: wy: raiſe our moſt natural 
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jeiples” of it s 
certainly to be ſought in human nature; 
ſo the knowledge of its obligations muſt . 
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wee our attention to een is moft juſt 
; orthy; and at the ſame time con- 
in abe love. f iG ickion foot | 
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| elpeciallyria attende: 
The. writers oof fiction ate very apt. t% 
| d according to their own 

| rs, as well as the 
events, are often the work of the imagi- 


to ſerve ſe particular purpoſe, or to 
1 © SUR odd opinion, than to 1 
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grave hiſtorian, who re- 


life, and to delineate the actions and cha- | 
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with this ahrantigh: 
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nation alone: and they are eee | 


v 0 the knowledge of the human — 


= ally ado inſtruct us in what is paſt, 
woill be the moſt likely to draw from the 


meters of men according to their rus, 


o 
eder E 9 74 + ok 5 2 Ny ut 15 , it: : 7 5 
e d 4 9 36: * Fog ON 5 75 — Kod Ke 855 4 
— OE >, 8 $7 Fo ö 5 P 
0 * 4 * : 1. 
b 33330 = 8 Foe Rep EE EE 3 7 ay at 5 | IS 2475; ISS 
: 22 8 I / 24685 £252: © 2 SER n f . 
bees 7? +4 142 3 ; 8: b I» SE 4 : LE 45 i , . ES 3 Ss 3 4 : ; * of * „ 3 28 
i 4 ; 
1 + 4 { 
) 5} Who 
5 © 
B * 8 4 ; $ 
/ 
* - 
- 
* 
\ 
K 7 
4 
2 Ao 
\ * 
i 
7 % 
® 8 
8 / 
\ 25 
** 
* s 
* x 
1 8 , 


+ 


— , 


nourable and worthy conduct. 


| rp a : v4 ty BS f 4 3 & 2 : 
Nag, © TRENT 1 Ae DS; 23 * a5 1s e 


The great merit of luis kind oA 


| ledge conſiſts in its extenſive uſe . 


application. It contains the duties of 'a 


F. a citizen, and all the important 


offices of peace and war. By this ſtates . 
are formed and governed „ and all the 


bjects properly | 
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caſuiſtr) papa 'Philo- 
eee almoſt an unparalleled trea- 


tiſe. At preſent there is nothing to equal Hartley's Rule of 


| Life. Vet perhaps there i is not a better teſf of e than 
n e ane t eat 2 + H. 3 CA 


1 : Ne 1 GRE what 


Who can pitta to deny dhe sue u 

tage of ſuck ſtudies ? Whilſt 'the philo- 2 
. inſtructs, if he does indeed : 
inſtruct us, in the nature of g | 
evil, and 955 eee virtue: in 
the delightful pages of a juſt hiſtory;-we 
meet with that, which warms and ele- 
vates the. mind, and diſpoſes Wr 
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e writer, AF if, before we 
higher regions of 
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N % divioity. we would vouchſafe to de- | 


with juſt notions. N 
- filled with a true ſenſe of what is _ 
excellent and lovely in human nature, 
will proceed to the contemplation of the 
firſt great cauſe well prepared to conceive 
| of his indexible. truth, impartial juſtice, 
and everlaſting mercy; or, to expreſs 
denn all in one, his perfect goodneſs. 
We ſhall ſee on better evidence, that his 
commandments are holy, juſt and good; 
that his adminiſtration is moſt righteous ; ; 
and that the greateſt good of the whole i is 
the end of all his appointment. n 
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The laſt and higheſt improvement 
the mind in the preſent ſtate may be 
pected from the ſtudy of the holy ſerip- 


tures. As the vantages of true ſcience. 
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5 2 not foe the greateſt uſe of a critical 


| knowledge in the languages, in Which 
tddey are written. Without this they could 
never have been tranſlated at all; and 


now, that we have them im our),own 


tongue, it is ill highly convenient to 
trace up the ſtreams to the fountain from 


. which they ſpring, that we may be con- 
1 5 vinced of their integrity and judgment, 
. who! have undertaken and executed this 


| hborjous taſk: or that we may diſcover 
Ko come their errors. 5 55 + au NG: 


| | Thoogh has udy: of nature in 1 the 
viſible works of ereation, may not appear 
to have any immediate connection with 
the knowledge of the ſcriptures; yet as 
far as it tends. to give us juſtet ſentiments 


of the divine perfections and character, it 


n "PR ſubſervient to, the intereſts | 
Vor. F 5 of 


En IMPORTAN CE. or i LEARNING. 


5 natural, and conſequently. of revealed 
religion. Beſides, the ſacred writers ſo 


Ct onſtantly refer us. to this ſource of divine 
Knowledge, that they ſeem to conſider .an 


acquaintance with the book of nature, as 
atleaſt a defirable qualification. i in , thoſe, 
who come to the ſtudy: of divine revela- 
tion. Certainly. ſuch as have never given 
much attention to the inſlances of a wiſe 
| contrivance,. and the effects of. paternal 
. goodneſs in the works of creation; as. 
their notions of Deity will be leſs clear, | 
- diſtin. and ſtrong: ſo neither will they 


enter ſo well into the meaning of thoſe 


= ; texts of ſeripture, in which the Know- 
ledge of the inviſible things of God is 


ſaid to be declared or manifeſted by his 


viſible works. Once more, as the ſcrip- 


tures are full of the natural, as well as 


civil hiſtory of the. age and. country, in 


which they were pritten ; with this pre- 
paratory knowledge we ſhall be better 
fitted to read them with underſtanding. : 


If we find their deſcriptions of the face 
of nature, and the ſeveral objects Which 
= it ee, to be Juſt and accurate ; 9 
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15 a; increaſe the other evidence, Which 
wie have of the authenticity of the ſacred ; 
books; and prepare us to give a more 


entire afſent to e truth of Me; whole 
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1 for ſcripture learning, as the ſtudy 


of human nature, and that rich variety 
of moral and divine knowledge, which is 


connected with it. This furniture of the | 


mind will give us large and comprehenſive | 


views of the deſign of revelation, - and 
effectually ſecure us from the danger of 


perverting it to the purpoſes of tyranny 


and ſuperſtition. As it is ſuppoſed to 
come from God, we ſhall eaſily conclude, 


that the ends and purpoſes of it muſt be 
agreeable to his eſſential perfections; and 


as ĩt is intended for the uſe of man, that 
it is fitted to improve and perfe& 'the 


higheſt powers of the human mind. 
Hence we ſhall naturally direct our 


thou ghts to affairs of greater moment, 


than any minute trifling criticiſms on 


particular parts; and conſider its general. 
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ſometimes dreaded. unhappy. effects from a 
== of literatyte, and from the advance- 
ment of learning; the wiſe and conſiſtent 
friends of religion have judged very dif- 
3 The deſign of Pope Gregory I. 
to deſtroꝝ the valuable remains of heathen 
learning was generally condemned even 
by holy men. Or if the friends of reli- 
a were ſo en as to 3 
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t their cauſe, its enemies knew better; 
; and one of the wiſeſt of them, the iempe- bo 
tor Julian plainly diſcovered his ſcati- 
ments of the advantage which! chriſtianity = 
might rective from the learning and 
kiibwledge: of thoſe Wo profeſſod it, 
when he ptohibiced) them either co dat 
85 or learn the ſeiences. This, ne plainly 
appears to have thought a more powerful 
engine to beat down the ſtrength 3 
influence of the chriſtians, and to demo— 
Iſh their cauſe, than the more cruel and 
ſanguinaty methods of his prodeceliors. 
This ſpecies of per ſecution has ſince bern 
copied by chriſtians againſt each other in 


Am. Mareelhinus, abough/an heathien an, 
n great admirer of the em peror Julian, 
zeckoned- it iutonſiſtent with all juſtiue 


And humanity. It is mentioned here only 


1 how the opinion which men harr 
gtrnerally had of the advantages of learn - 


Fog; and of the prejadice which every 


cauſe would receive ee Nr 
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— of, virtue, 80 kn man 
a very worthy. and uſefut member of ſo- 
Ciel Ys. We depend not on inſtruction for 
N ledge of right and wrong. The 
chief inſtances of d 
bring with them fuch a recommendation 
from God himſelf; who has adapted the 
powers and principles of the human mind 


the k 


ty, and obedienee 


to his moſt holy laws, that it. is generally 
15 impoſſible we lhould be ignorant of them, 
or of the obligations under which they 
bring us. In matters of ſcience, the ef- 

forts of a great genius, who has none of 


the aids of learning, and draws from his 


own ſtock, rather than the writings of 
55 others, will have ſomething more great 
and noble, than the exacter productions 
of ſcholars, with all the aids which read- 
ing and learning canifupplyc: But it is 
eaſy ta obſerve, that the x 1. 
tions to · virtue may be improved by anod 
rules; and the way to true wiſdom made 
8 N od aller by ſhe. miniſtry of In- 
55 85 ſtruction. 
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ſtructio 46 tovh puny obſerved by bro, Sx 
this there have been many who have riſen 
to an high pitch of excellence without 
learning, and by a kind of divine habit 
in their natures have approved themſelves 
jaſt and wiſe. 1 add this too, ſays he, 
that nature oftener attains glory and ex- 
cellegce without learning, than learning 
without nature: but, when to an excel- 
Tent and noble nature, there is added the 
method and diſcipline of inſtruction; | 
then will the mind "exert all its latent 
powers, and riſe to 2 Tor (pet ed ary 
"= excellence. SH EO OPEN | 
1 2. At VVV 0 
5 A is 21 is e ArCeble to ebnßder uh 
 Muftration, * which the' foregoing theory 
Wilt receive from the Hiſtory of mankind. 
The uſefulneſs of learning and knowledge 
appears from the happy condition of the 
ſtates, 'by which they have been culti- 
vated,” and from the many evils, which 
have grown up when the ſciences have 
been deſpiſed or neglected. Though this 
ſubject has not been entirely overlooked, 
r It ſeems to deſerve the more particular 
CE Ee * | conſideration | 
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the intereſts of learning began once more — 
do be attended to, It is not ſo eaſy per- | 
| eee aſſign the cauſes of that ign * 
trance, which overſpread ſo many parts of . 
Forope : and even thoſe countries, which =" 
bea bees dictinguiſ — 
ment _— — 


condition and 2 .—.— 1 


very favourable to li | 
The wars which they | 
countries into which they en would | 

be apt toigives new turn to the thoughts 


— —— 1g— — ne 


* * * 
1 * * 9 
8 En are nt 1 * . 3 N * . 
GY On A none Ee πwmm̃̃ a ůãůꝑͥmù PA $196 A 
6 r > 6 5 fone lug 5 
# : ; . 


8 A n inhabitants. 
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cruelty; yet it will be allowed, I ſuppoſa, 
2 — H3 12-8 | 


more. me een —4 8 
. in controvetſies, - which: had iinfeited | | 
che chęiſtian world; the zeal, with which 
they had been cartied on; and the abſurd 
opinions, which had been frequenaly 

eſtabliſhed by great and venerable! count 
_ Cils, had greatly injured the cauſe of tue 


leaming, ab Well: un uf real mbtiſtiabith 


and through the vanity, preſumption and 
uncharitableneſs of thoſe, who had pro- 
ee to teach, the people were but too 
2 prepared for a ſtate of great and 
ge ignorance. But Whatever the | 
cauſes of it might be, the effect which it 
had on the valuable intereſts of (mankind = 
wee ſuch as muſt reflect the greateſt 
eee the ſciences. It was in theſe 
Fi VU dark 


ounts uf their fierceneſs anñwm : 
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ebe ca bind che 
and conſciences of men; 

1 bſardities and impieties, 

1 chriſtian world has been 
een 
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th wee effects of 
rbarity. When in the 


civil and ſocial Rade id he arts grew in 
repute; the fierce. natures of men were 
8 5 . toltened | 
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— the intereſts of 
 leatying were again attended to, - there 
were proportionab fe vi nn in 


r of government, 2505 the due admi- 
niſtration of publie juſtice ge. to 
the ene e me g ara 55 


ain 


V ict 

. wit was in Feligias;- that the bappy 
effects of the revival of learning were 
mo enen 1 thovg h oy 


_ — and — roles light 
broke in upon them, began to ſee how 
_ giofly they had beendet opens 
and to feel the weight of thoſe chains, 
with-which:they: had been bound. IT be 
ſwoets of knowledge made them deſirous 
to extend it; and the ſpitit of free in- 
quiry which was encouraged on other 
ſubjects, inclined them to examine what 
they had been taught in religion; and to 
ſearch for the original and foundation of 
been, ſuch a reformation in the chriſtian 
world, a8 aig, honour to the age uin 


to . which hall have the re olu- 
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F to ae r this roam 
event is abundantly evident. 110 our rn 
5 | country-in; particular, out 5 vemer 
nn learning. and e eee ay . 
5 a the other valuable bleſs- 
ings of ſocial rente have advanced 
„ equal ſteps. The cmpari ſon ' a 
= dur on vith other countries is extremely 
EE eng with any degree 
7 5 ol impartiality. But! 'weineed, not be þ 
LE afraid of ſaying, that this nation has t 
eaſt had its ſhare of great and Itarned 
men: and been diſtinguiſlied by a more 
general application to the ſciences than 
many others. Is chere any nation, where 
the arts, which ſerve to the uſe and urna- 
ment of buman life harr been an 
with more ſucceſe d do not our excellent 
form of government, the ſeeurity f 
public: liberty, the regular adminiſtra- 
eee r. > ©! 
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| 3 bear A moſt. clear: ending 
to the advantages, which learning and + 
knowledge bring? Above all, the happy 


progreſs which the reformation has made; 


the care and diligence with which the 
ſcriptures: have been ſtudied; the honour, 
which chriſtianity. has received from the 
candid and juſt- repreſentations, which 
have been given of its deſign; and the 
iſt foundations on. which the authority ; 
of it have been placed; are certain proofs 

that true ſcience, at leaſt, has a moſt fa- 
vourable aſpect on its intereſts;. and: that 
the injuries which it received in an igno- 

rant and barbarous age are effectually re- 
e by ma: ieren ur, real we ene 


"Paw es” may 3 —. done 
already, to promote uſeful knowledge in 
theſe nations, and to gain the many great 
and noble bleſſings which are connected 
with it 1 there is ſtill room for our la- 


bours, if we can do any thing which 


may be the means of enlarging our acqui- 


ſitions; or, at leaſt, of preſerving thoſe, 
| ee been already made. N 
ä : This 
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his is 4 ee a 1 - hill A Ty 
articular:attention of chriſtian' miniſters. 


There have been times, in which many 


. ofthis order have found it their intereſt 
to keep the people in ignoranhce and diſ- 
courage inquiry. Their doctrines would 
not bear to be examined; their chief 
emoluments aroſe from the credulity, 
ignorance and ſuperſtition of their fol- 
lowers; and their curious fabric was ſure 
to fall, as ſoon as the foundations, on 


which it reſted, ſhould be diſcovered. 


This mean and intereſted policy i in thoſe, 
who paſs for inſtructors, is juſtly con- 
demned at all times,. It ſhows a poor, 
narrow ſpirit to oppoſt the advancement  - 


of learning upon any ſuch conſiderations. 


But it is often as politic, as it is juſt and 
fit initſelf to eſpouſe the cauſe of learning, 
and to liſt ourſelves in the e rk s its 
een friends. 3 | _ 


1. 8 e eee Sr in 10 
reſent age, in which a regard to learn- 


eg and a deſire to make ſome profi- 


cy in by is become fo * that 


7 


learning, at leaſt, which more immediately 


relates to the miniſterial office. And 5 
here what ſhall 1 ſay ? that it will be a 
means of extending our. credit/and influ- 


ence: with our people; of removing or 
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ſhould be diſtinguiſhed by that kind of 


| jeſſening the prejudices of our enemies; 


and promoting the honour of that parti- 
cular denomination by which we are diſ- 
tinguiſhed; 1 will ſay what is much 
more, that it will conduce to our becom 
ing the wiſe, conſiſtent advocates of truth 


and virtue, and the friends of mankind. 


In a word, next to integrity of heart and 
5 purity of manners, I can hardly think of 


aà more deſirable accompliſhment in a 
5 chriſtian miniſter, than * hrs fk A. 
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Our e noting. afford us a 8 ; 

opportunity of conſidering the beſt means 
of promoting good learning and true reli- 
gion; and if they are at any time paſt 


over without any ſerious attempts for this 
+ purpoſes, one i Le of ew appears 
to 
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in a defign of ſuch importance; and it 
vin not be, juũged improper to recom- 


it to all, who are hearty in the 


intereſts of- religion and- virtue, to apply 


_ theie thoughes to this ſubject; and 
| themſelves: _ friends. of * knowledge and 
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4 you; « our . e a generous 
. in controverted points; if you 
are willing to give up ancient errors; if 
you encourage all juſt attempts to remove 


from chriſtianity every corrupt addition; 
and to clear it of thoſe incumbrances, 
which ſo viſibly obſtruct its progreſs and 
influence; you will ſtrengthen the hands 
of your miniſters, and encourage them to 

| ſeek with more diligence and ele 
. the at earn of 2 uſeful 


J og nn, art | learning; | 
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8 elircetvve the friends of learning will be. | 
5 - By: 1 generous attention to the liberal 5 
jon of youth. N 10 from the 
5 accompliſhments and character of the 
younger part, that we are to expect under 125 
. God to enlarge, or even to preſerve, the 
1 ſtock of knowledge, Which is put into 


our hands. If we neglect the culture 


and improvement of young minds; if we 


8 ſuffer their capacities to be 1 by 


idleneſs, or to be diffipated by K F 8 


if we only train them up in the arts of 


gain, without any care to inſtru them 
in good learning, and poſſeſs their minds = 


with uſeful knowledge; the next age will 
of courſe degenerate from the preſent ; 


and unleſs the providence. of God inte- 
poſe, we ſhall fink again into that ſtate | 
of ignorance and barbarity, from which : 


we have happily emerged, But if we 
a bring them up in an . attention to 


Vor. „ „„ rral, 
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ſuge coed | in our e to gre Are . 
winde with this noble furniture, the 

proſpect is fair and inviting. We may 
1 bn hope, that our preſent bleſſings 


W will. be continued and jinereaſed, that 


commerce will flouriſh, that public li- 


_— 4] berty will be eſtabliſhed. on. an: immove- 


Ig. able fqundation,”” that chriſtianity, will at- 


. tain. its deſerved honours, and gradually 


8 a FLO of the- whole, earth. 


5 extend its influence, fl, it becomes the 
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: in. this neighbourhood _ for, the liberal - 


education of youth, and of the encourage- 


ment which it has received. T hat the 
a accompliſhment. of all the purpoſes. of 
ſuch an inſtitution is not to be expected 


: in the beginning 3 is readily acknowledged; f 
and it is hardly to be expected that every 
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wits immediately be put into execution. = 
The efforts of an infant city, nk 
bas the beſt ſupports, will of court be 
fieeble. There muſt be time allowed, s 
a before we can expect it to attain its full 

ſtrength and maturity. It is ſome ſati ss. 
faction however to think, th , 7 
* attempt is made to ſerve | the cauſe of 3 
human and ſacred learning, to train up 
youth for the chriſtian miniſtry, and for 
the other important offices of life. It i * 
ſome ſatisfaction that ſo conſiderable a 
1 5 progreſs has already been made in its: 
and it will be a worthy object of the 

united efforts of all good men to ſecure 
the Waden and ſucceſs of: W an en 
e | e 


Shall 1 1 b it will FA i „ 7» 
ſenters, and be a means of ſtrengthening 7 | 
their cauſe, 'to. engage with united coun- 
ſels in a ſcheme which is defigned, not 
to ſerve a particular party, not to pro- 

mote any peculiar and diſtinguiſhing./no= 

tions; but to. propagate ſound learning, 

to extend real, uſeful knowledge, and to 
_ OS lead 
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5 lead 10 the ſecurity ef al or W id T 
- public bleflings ? It will be your great- 
eſt honour, and a probable means of 
ſtrengthening your intereſt, and increaſing 
your influence in ſociety. But I would 
net willingly ſuppoſe, that theſe will be 
the moſt prevailing motives with you. 
There are ſo many other and greater, 
which may be fitly uſed on this occaſion; 


x that- x: will venture to recommend it to 


your attention for its own. ſake, as de- 

_ figned-to ſerve the general intereſts of 
_ mankind; and to ee ee virtue 
8 and 1 . | Ts 


- Theſe the proce ad animating 1 mo- 
tives, which ſhould engage our hearty 
concurrence in every juſt ſcheme for the 
| liberal education of youth. Let it not 
diſcourage any, that the ſucceſs is doubt- 


ful, that the difficulties with which tbe 


execution of it will be attended, are 


| obvious and ſure, but the means by 
vrhich they are to be overcome more 


remote and uncertain. Something may 


| = _ the: bend { counſels, and efforts 
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of numbers will have proportionable 
effects; and, it is not to ſay, what vigour | 
and reſolution, under the direction of et 
. _ be _ „„ FT: 1 

of this bose we ue bd fed; 
"chat thoſe who are ſincere in their: endea- 


A dours to ſerve the cauſe of ſound learning 


and uſeful knowledge, by concurring in 
the ſcheme referred to above, or engaging 
in any other, which they ſhall think 
more likely to attain theſe ends, in what- 
ever way it ſhall operate, will have the 
ſatisfaction of deſigning well, and will 
deſerve the eftcem and og of all 1 2 5 
, e Te. „„ 
Permit: -me jon to add my e 
wiſh, that nothing may ever appear in 
thoſe, who have the ornament of a good 
and well- improved underſtandin g, which 


may faſten a diſgrace, or occaſion! any | 


unworthy reflections on the cauſe of learn- 

ing. But to the other endowments of 

the mind, may there always be added the 

' good 1 Rs of the heart; ; and may 
the 


„ 
1 
*. 
- 
o 
4 
; 
\ 
ff 
* 
* 
* 
4 
* 
* 
o 
* 
# 
* « 
« 
* 
" 


— * 
K 
1 
— 
3 
# 

* 


* 


* 


. 


* 


„ % 
s 
a 
7 
ol 
S 4 
* 
2 « 
p 


* 
x 
* 
" 
* 
* 
# 
K NE 
* 
+ 
4 
"2 
* 
6 
4 
> 


ſerve to e 
virtue, and the practice o 
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RE AT part of the following diſcourſe was delivered, as 
 - _ charge, at what is called the ordination of ſome diffenting 
1 miniſters, or on an occaſion, when their brethren met to 
welcome them to their places, to pray for their welfare and 
bor that of their reſpective congregations, and to ſuggeſt hints 
bof advice for the benefit of both. It contains a fair account 
of the author's notions towards the cloſe of his life, It points 
© at out the uſes of natural and civil hiſtory. It ſtrongly recom- 
maendd's the ſtudy of morals. It diſtinguiſhes between natural 
And revealed religion. It ſhows the impropriety and impolicy 5 
pl religious eſtabliſmments, of creeds, articles and teſts. It 
5 gives a goed general account of the Jewiſh and Chriſtian 
ie! > . 8 religion, of the Old and New Teſtament. It repreſents the 
Aavantages ariſing from the miracles and prophecies recorded 
In the Bible. It conveys the freeſt and moſt philoſophical 
EE  - _  - ſentiments on the ſubje& of inſpiration. Laſtly, it proves 
N _ chriſtianity to be purely of a moral nature, not intended fo 
much to furniſh ſpeculations for the head, as to apply the 
- motives and ſanctions of virtue and piety, of purity and 
benevolence, ſuggeſted by the goſpel, to the heart. In this 
view of it, it may be conſidered as a good ſummary of uſeful 
knowledge. Nor are the recommendations, towards its cloſe, 
to cultivate- unaffected oratory | and genuine politeneſs, to 
acquire valuable wiſdom, and to adorn the goſpel by good 
diſpoſitions and good lives, e the . attention S 
of chriſtian minifiers.- 2 | 


5 „ ue After this work was "es to the FEY as the 
Author in his own copy) it was thought adviſeable, that, on 
N account of its length, it ſhould be divided into ſections. It 


3 obviouſly divides itſelf into three parts, according as the 

. objects are to inſtru, perſuade and delight. The firſt is 

| contained in the firſt ſection, the ſecond in the eight follow- 

5 ing, and the third in the next ſection. If the piece had been 

TS thus divided, as the author would have choſen, the diſcourſe 
would have included the introduction, the firſt part, the 
ſecond part, the third part and the concluſion, any of which 


i. * have been eee into moms if neceſſary.” J. K. 
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THE INTRODUCTION. 
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3 Ts fitugons of a aa 
are the great inſtruments, which the pro- 


vidence of God employs, for the moral 


and religious improvement of mankind: 

the manner, in which they are obſerved, 
muſt therefore be a general concern; and 
the character and conduct of the perſons 


who are choſen to conduct them, muſt . 


be highly intereſting to all the members 
of religious ſocieties. For this reaſon, 
it is hoped; the account which 1 propoſe 
now to give of the qualifications and 
offices of the chriſtian preacher, will 


e ö engage 


| | engage tent of chriſtians in gene- 


tal. Though it merits the particular 


Fs regard of thoſe who are called to preach, 
yet it may be of uſe to all, by ſerving to 
5 regulate their expectations from their 

. miniſters, and to ſecure a proper attention 
0 to N perſons and . 5 N 
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Wt wah epo itſelF - will: Helly 
point out its end, to thoſe who confider 
the connection which it has with the 
Fo chriſtian religion... This inſtitution hav- 
ing no other aim, than: to promote the 
holineſs. of thoſe who. ſubmit. to it, its 


preachers will of courſe direct all their 


engeavours to this purpoſe. 7 In other 

words, the i improvement of virtue amongſt 
his hearers,: will be the great object of 
7; the miniſtrations of the chte ROE 


"with this 1 5 a the: al 77 the 


8 office, I cannot. but think highly of it; 
- mtg: muſt. reckon thoſe, who enter, into 
„ with juſt ſentiments, to be worthy of 
ſome” peculiar, regard. It is the moſt 


uſeful, and therefore the moſt honourable 
OO Os 
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CHRISTIAN PREACHER. | TY 


1 in which any perſon can be 7 
eco; and he muſt be of a low: and 


groveling diſpoſition, who has flight no- 
tions of the office itſelf, or of thoſe, 


who with right views engage in it. All 
the friends of virtue and religion approve 
of this cauſe, have a high eſteem for 


thoſe who faithfully apply themſelves to 
its 3 and unite in een 
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ence of this opinion of the objects of his 
miniſtry, will naturally fall into that 
ſtrain of preaching. which is moſt favour- 
able to them; and purſue thoſe ſtudies, 


and ſeek. that kind of knowledge, which 


will qualify him to give the juſteſt views 


of the chriſtian character, and to perſuade . 


his hearers to a. 1 ede 
to the ae of Eng 
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: „ Tus © CHARACTER or Tur. | 

In e this will incline bim to 
© choice of ſuch ſubjects for his public 
diſcourſes, as have the beſt moral ten- 
dency. As the only foundation of a vir- 
tuous character is a juſt idea of its nature, 
he will not fail to uſe his beſt endeavours 
to this purpoſe. Every one who wiſhes 
to acquire it himſelf, or to aſſiſt others in 
forming or improving it, will be parti- 
cularly careful, that his conceptions of 
the ſubject be as clear and e as 
. . | | 


* 
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"I" OY to 2596 bs ſhould FOE an 
accurate knowledge of the human mind 
and of the influence which a juſt diſci- 
pline' will have on its improvement and 
perfection. For the mind which is the 
moſt improved, which makes the neareſt 
| approaches to the excellence for which 
it was intended, is clearly the moſt vir 
| tuous, the moſt holy, the moſt like to 
God, or by whatever other name perfec- 
tion of character may be expreſſed. 'To | 
this general” knowledge of the character 


- ow be added, fuck a diſtin concep- 
5 tion 


CHRISTIAN PREACHER. | OE 30 

a of the feveral virtues, -of: their true 

| 3 nature, and offices, as: will enable him 
eaſily to diſtinguiſh them from one ano- 
ther, and to perceive the effect which they 
ſeverally have, to form that beauty and 

excellence, which is the end of morality, | 
and of hats ad goa. with all its NR 
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preacher ſhould pay a very particular at- 
tention to ſuch ſtudies, as will increaſe 
his knowledge of human nature, and as 
will direct to the moſt uſeful methods 
of cultivating the virtues of the human 


mind. It will alſo be very defirable to 


have at hand a juſt definition of every 
particular virtue. This will qualify him, 
as there ſhall be occaſion, to give a pre- 
ciſe and clear deſcription of every one, ſo 


as not to confound it with any other, or 


to leave out any thing which is neceſſary. 
to the full e of 3 . 


"Por the "HR reaſon that the 3 
Rtadies theſe 0 n he will take 


every 


— 


in his.diſcourſes; that thoſe Who. Final 
a clear view- of the path which 


| they have. to tread, may enter upon it 


Vith confidence, and proceed therein 
with increaſing ſatisfaction. 
it de like the ſhining light, which 


Thus will 


= * ſhineth : more and more unto the perfect 
day; and thoſe who frequent it, will 


: have the diſtinguiſhing ornaments of a 
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: But Joe. me not the: ae: 5.4 1 | 
” anlibs; underſtood: to recommend af ab- 


ſtruſe method of preaching. The plaineſt 


5 ſubjects ſhould always be preferred in 
public diſcourſes; and the manner f 


treating them be as obvious and familiar, 
as the ſeriouſneſs and dignity. of religious 
worſhip. will admit. But plainneſs and 
accuracy are by no means inconſiſtent: 
there may be all the exactneſs which true 
logic preſcribes, where there is nothing 


of the form of it. In a diſcourſe, how- 


cer, Which is to be heard e it may 


* I 


od- N 285 a. ne 
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if attentive, to diſtinguiſh it from e 


4 sene tee manner, than would be | 


neceſſary, if it were to be read; and ſon 
times even to repeat what has been already 
delivered. Nothing, in ſhort, ſhould be 
omitted b) 


— 


the preacher, Which may 5 


conduce to give thoſe, to whom he ad- - 


dreſſes himſelf on ſuch important points, 


7 clear idea of the ſubject which he is 


' . laying before them; ſo as to enable them, 5 


other, and to perceive what particulat 5 


duty is recommended to their practice. 
Thus, when he proceeds to the affection- 
ate or pathetic parts of the diſcourſe, and 


uſes that earneſt perſuaſion, to which a 


practical ſermon will naturally direct 


him, he will not leave his hearers any 


room to complain, that very powerful 


motives have been laid before them, and 


great earneſt neſs uſed ; but that they can a 
not diſcover to what the oi Ar Wee "I 
: eee. 5 1995 de eg IR ona 
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Thie is 8 indir which his ; bi; 


hears: r expect . the chriſtian 
| preacher 


tv true nature of 3 virtues 
which they ſhould cultivate, and * | 


855 8 in * e Telurions on life. 


; & 5 
= 1 will _ ay io 1 PENG Ss 
* been faid, that I. would recommend 


1 it to a miniſter, to diſcourſe. frequently | 


on ities of ſocial, relative, and do- 
: meſtic life; and yet I think it neceſlary 
to point chem out in a more particular 
manner, as Wm are ſubjects, which are 


8 not ſo often conſidered, as their vaſt im- 


portance requires. They are not, I con- 
1 Gd the eaſieſt: kind of compoſitions ; 
they require at leaſt as much ſtudy and 


| | attention as-almoſt any other ; and there 


may be ſome danger, in deſcending to 
| particulars, of appearing to point at in- 
Ko dividuals or their families. The diffi- 
culty of treating on theſe duties is, how- 
ever, no ſufficient reaſon for excluding 


mem from our public diſcourſes; but 


ſhould engage us to conſider them very 
attentively, and to enter into the neceſ- 


855 ſary detail with great caution and pru- 


| dence.” With the N of theſe hints, 
ITS | even 


8 , 
— 


+ CHRISTIAN. bur ac khn. . 
even a young preacher, who has ſome © 
little knowledge of the world, and is of 

 _ a delicate turn of mind, may do juſtice ; 

G ſubjects of this ſort without diſguſting 

„ any of his hearers, and ſo as to afford 

inſtruction to all. But whether it will 

be better to do this by particular ſet diſ- 

cCourſes on the duties of perſons in the 
ſeveral relations of life; or by applying 
general ſubjects to their particular uſe, 
as they ſhall appear to ſuit their ſituation 
and circumſtances; or whether b both me- 
thods ſhould be adopted, muſt be left to 
the prudence of every miniſter to deter- 2 


This is one part of the duty of a chri. 
tian preacher; to give a juſt deſcription 
of the temper and character which the 
profeſſors of the chriſtian religion ſhould 
maintain: but the more important and 
the more difficult part ſtill remains to be 
conſidered, which is, to perſuade them 
to cultivate virtuous didpoſitions;'1 and to | 
act under cheir inen. - 
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25 is übe buſineſs 46g. every public : 


ſpeaker both to inſtruct and to perſuade. 
That he ſpeak with clearneſs and preci- 
fon; is ſo indiſpenſable, that he cannot 
hope for the leaſt ſucceſs without it: but 
it is only preparatory to What ſhould be 
his chief object, to move the affections, 
and determine the will. The artiſt ſhould 
| underſtand the principles of the art which 


he is to follow, the works which it is de- 
ſigned to produce, and the inſtruments 8 


Which it uſes, before he can, with any 
_ propriety, apply them; but this will not 
be ſufficient to incite his induſtry and 
application, without a-view of the proba- 
ble advantages or honours which will at- 
tend the proſecution. The politician 
ſhould learn what meaſures will ſecure 
this or the other purpoſe, the probable. 
conſequences of alliances or wars, and the 


like 5 but in ones to influence him in 


- "8 


. bo kauſt 58 PI 1 which 
they have with his particular views, and 


their tendency. to the eee of | 
his deſigns. EA 


9 It is the ſame with thoſe who under- 


. take to ſpeak. on the higheſt of all arts, 
that of carrying the powers of the human 


: mind to their greateſt perfection. This 


being - laid down as the end, and the ä 
means conducive to it repreſented ; what 


naturally follows, in order to the accom- 
pliſhment of the ſpeaker's intention, is 


to give ſach a view of the end itſelf, or 
the ſeveral progreſſive ſteps by which it 


may be gained, as will incite to action, 


5 eveourage every generous. effort, and 1 


gage that perſeverance which may be 


e to "the ultimate purpoſe.” et x 
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ſuch view as this of the employment, and 5 
learnt. to diſtinguiſh between inſtruction 
and perſuaſion, can have no great proſpect 
of ſucceſs, on whatever ſubjects he ung 5 


Ane to 1] ea and leaſt of all, pe r= 


X2 5 Is e 


» n 
III ——-ͤ eee oo ̃ z.: K» — ww 


1 
; 
| 
. 
i 


— aus 4 a Preacher of 7 
bare inſtruction will have erly 


ſame fignificance' as er without 
: * 


* 


As to the topics of Sedfuion? do ich 
the chriſtian orator ſhould have recourſe, 
the advice which" ſome give is to inſiſt 
much on'the native beauty and excellence 
bk virtue, and to repreſent it as the great 
1 inſtrument of happineſs to the human 
mice, Which the righteous Governor of 
the world employs to bleſs mankind, and 
to make them bleflings to each other: 

thus, fay they, will men be formed to 

fincere diſintereſted virtue, and learn to 
_ exexciſe- their benevolent affections, not 
1 with a view to their own private advan- 
tage, but to that of their fellow creatures: 
if, on the contrary, vou enlarge on the 
| advantages which will acerue to them- 
felves from their virtue; or on the re- 
wards annexed to it in the preſent or the 
future world, there is ſome danger, leſt, 
by promoting a-ſelfiſh; mercenary temper, 
ee the mind mw of improv- 
e „ Sq 


7 


"CHRISTIAN ERA u- 6h 
ing it, and encourage a view to private 
intereſt, till eee 85 ene 

oh reward remain. 545 ee 


With what 1 _ vehemence ſome | 
declaim againſt this method of preaching, 
and with what contempt. it is ſpoken | of 
by others, is well known. Their advice ; 
to the young preacher is, / Leave theſe 
« ſubjects to the philoſophers, in_whom 
x6 chew will be more becoming; ; but let 
* your arguments and motives be drawn 
« from religion, from the will and au- 
10 thority of God, from the peculiar doc- 
Ke trines of the chriſtian | religion, from 
66 the example of Chriſt, and from the 
* important ſanctions of future rewards 
and puniſhments.” | 


But what occaſion is thats? to omit 
either? Or where is the prudence of un- 
dervaluing any method of addreſs, which 
has the leaſt tendency to promote a holy 
or virtuous temper ? Can there be any 
ching wrong in endeavouring to perſuade 
our chriſtian brethren, that the courſe, to 

which we direct them, is moſt reafonable 
N | 7777 


noral power * 40 it not ſerving the cauſe 
4 virtue to ſhow, that it is the perfection 
F the human a; and that it leads to 
the "moſt pleaſing, - uſeful exerciſe. of the 
paeities with which we are diſ- 
N is. right likewiſe to re- 
Perſtat it as the reſtorer of a corrupt, de- 
raved. nature; and as ſupplying the moſt 
ffectual cure of the diſorders which vice 
4 as. introduced. The fault does not lie 
in inſiſting on theſe particulars; but in 
confining ourſelves to them; and omit- 
ting the more intereſting and affecting ar- 
guments, which religion in general, and 
* the e e 8 2 424 *. 
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* hk appear. to be any . 
ground for the apprehenſion, that the 
_ cauſe; of virtue will; be injured by ſhow- 
ing, that it ſecures the higheſt advantages 
to thoſe who practiſe i it. It would bring 
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2. ol r 1 5 
nee are P = rods! R obe 5 8 
_ © ſpecies ME and it would be ſtrange indeed, "ite 
ia a revelation from God, which Would 8 
contain the diſcovery of any I * 
bleſſings in the preſent, or in a ture 
ſtate, did not annex them to thoſe qus- 


lities, which we univerſally approve in 
ourſelves and others. It appears then to 


be 2 plain matter of fact, and to have 
every confirmation which the ſacred ſerip=" 
tures can give it, that ſome peculiar ad- 
vantages, preſent and future, are annexed' = 
to the virtuous character; and there can- 
not ſurely be any inconvenience in hold- 
ing 8it up to the attention of mankind. 
What the chriſtian religion teaches'with 
regard to the preſent, and eſpecially the 
future rewards: of thoſe who” keep the 
commandments of God, is ſo well known,” 
as to make it ewe e wg arg YO 
5 e e To r 
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better account to be given 
ordinary fact, that good men have taken 
uch v Maga methods to _—_— 
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| he end in FRY — Pr 4 
© ages, do not need to be informed, that a 
very great ſtreſs has been laid on the argu- 
ment for a future ſtate of rewards and pu- 
niſnhments, from the unequal diſtribution 
of good and evil which it was thought 
: appeared in the preſent. This argument 
being once introduced, the friends of te 
truth, which it was intended to ſupport. 
believed it impoſſible. to lay too great 
_ "weight upon it, or to carry it too far. 
Hence it is, that ſo much has been ſaid 
| on the advantages of vice, and the evils. of 
HY virtue, in the preſent ſtate, as to leave ie 
_ almoſt doubtful whether of the two were 
in itſelf more eligible. It naturally oo —- 
curred to the wiſer. friends of religion, 
chat ſome of its advocates were in danger 
of injuring it, by the very attempts which | 
thay: made for its ſupport. They were 
apprehenſive, that fo tragical a diſplay of 
" preſent diforders, could afford no. good | 
| ö 0 -_preiimption: of future order; and that, 
it virtue were not worthy of our choice 
for its 'own ſake, there could be no rea- 25 
2 n Ty of i its e * extraor- 
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5 = on mne ſide, virtue would be enforced by 


[= the conſideration of its nniveexllene + 


Nee anch on xhe other, by the hope of the f 
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of Providence in this life will lead us to 
— * Wii mbit 4 matter of 


Bs virtue e a 
dCilined to eee ; hs Sag 
15 ments, and methods of addreſs. Is it in- 
deed to be feared, leſt too many or too 
powerful arguments ſhould be urged, to 
perſuade to the duties of a good life 


that can be done in every way, will be 

i little enough to reſtrain the irregularities | 

| of che human will, to ing thq-paſions. 
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I Kill not ſcruple, ee to recom 
| dl to the chriſtian preacher, to ins 
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